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Soviet  Hew  and  Propaganda  Analysis  for  the  Period  1-28  February  1983 


Executive  Si 


In  February  1983,  the  editors  of  Krasnaya  Zvezda,  the  official  publication  of 
the  Soviet  Ministry  of  Defense,  allocated  over  27  percent  of  its  total  print 
space  to  international  events  and  foreign  affairs.  Of  this  amount,  over  39 
percent  was  allotted  to  the  contribution  of  the  sustained  propaganda  attack  on 
political  and  military  policies  of  the  United  States  government. 

For  over  3-1/2  years,  Soviet  propagandists  have  been  consistent  and  determined 
in  their  tough  and  demanding  rhetoric  about  actions  and  policies  of 
Washington.  With  great  and  steadfast  enthusiasim,  Soviet  propaganda  media 
have  stressed  and  headlined  those  topics  and  events  that  showed  the  Reagan 
administration  as  advocating  international  imperialism  (hegemony),  and  exacer¬ 
bating  a  dangerous  and  uncontrolled  nuclear  arms  race,  in  order  to  obtain 
complete  nuclear  superiority  over  the  USSR.  With  an  11  percent  increase  of 
press  coverage,  Soviet  rhetoric  and  misinformation  about  the  U.S.,  was  severe 
and  tough  (in  February  1983). 

Russian  propagandists  repeatedly  stressed  topics  that  highlighted  the  overall 
"aggressive  and  provocative"  tone  of  Reagan's  foreign  policy  and  military 
actions.  For  example,  for  over  a  year,  Soviet  propagandists  have  underscored 
that  U.S.  Rapid  Deployment  Forces  have  the  mission  of  conducting  a  first 
strike  or  suprise  attack  on  the  Soviet  Union  and/or  friendly  Socialist  states. 
In  February,  the  Kremlin  published  several  feature  articles  that  discussed  in 
great  detail  the  topic  of  surprise  attack,  as  the  essence  of  U.S.  military 
strategy.  In  addition,  another  series  of  feature  articles  emphasised  that  the 
Pentagon  is  training  Green  Beret  units  and  other  special  task  forces  to  pene¬ 
trate  into  Socialist  countries  with  the  mission  to  sabotage  selected  air 
facilities,  communication  centers  and  other  strategic  sites. 

As  in  previous  months,  Soviet  propaganda  vigorously  attacked  the  activities 
and  policies  of  U.S.  intelligence  agencies  in  general  and  the  Central  Intelli¬ 
gence  Agency  in  particular.  Moscow  emphasized  that: 

e  The  CIA  is  expanding  its  activities  all  over  the  world. 

•  Under  the  Reagan  administration,  the  CIA  budget  has  been  significantly 
increased. 

•  NAZI  war  criminals  were  smuggled  into  the  U.S.  and  used  as  spies 
against  the  USSR  and  other  Socialist  states. 

•  The  CIA  is  trying  to  undermine  the  Government  of  India,  by  aiding  sub¬ 
versive  groups  in  the  Northeast  states. 
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Again  in  February,  Soviet  propagandists  vigorously  and  consistently  headlined 
and  attacked  all  aspects  of  U.S.  military  training  exercises  and  combined 
maneuvers  conducted  on  the  high  seas  and  in  foreign  countries.  The  Kremlin 
continued  to  portray  U.S.  and  allied  military  exercises  as  "provocative  and 
dangerous  to  world  peace."  In  particular,  the  Soviet  media  emphasised  the 
"aggressive  and  provocative"  nature  of  the  Sixth  Fleet  exercises  off  the  shores 
of  Libya;  Team  Spirit-83  maneuvers  in  South  Korea,  and  the  U.S. — Honduras 
military  exercise — Big  Pine. 


As  in  previous  months,  Soviet  media  and  propaganda  organs  continued  to  attack 
the  "psychological  warfare  campaign"  that  the  United  States  is  conducting 
against  world  communism.  The  main  thrust  of  Soviet  propaganda  headlined  that: 

•  Washington  continues  to  conduct  psychological  war  against  communism, 
relying  heavily  on  the  Voice  of  America  and  Radio  Free  Europe. 

•  The  United  States  uses  over  400  centers  and  40  foreign  stations  as 
sources  of  anti-Soviet  propaganda. 

•  The  Reagan  administration  has  declared  war  on  international  terrorism, 
which  serves  as  a  cover  for  the  propaganda  war  against  Socialist  bloc 
countries. 

•  In  order  to  influence  foreign  governments,  the  CIA  spends  millions  of 
dollars  to  purchase  and  control  foreign  magazines,  newspapers,  editors 
and  union  leaders. 

•  The  U.S.  State  Department  continues  its  program  of  slander  and  lies  in 
regard  to  Soviet  use  of  chemical  weapons  in  Afghanistan. 


Soviet  rhetoric  and  the  number  of  feature  articles  about  the  arms  race  and 
arms  limitations  continued  at  a  very  high  level  of  interest.  The  Kremlin 
portrayed  Reagan  as  hard-nosed,  critical,  and  determined  to  alter  the  stra¬ 
tegic  balance  through  arms  control  proposals  that  favor  only  America.  Soviet 
propaganda  continued  to  emphasize  that: 

•  Reagan's  rhetoric  about  U.S.  support  for  peace  and  disarmament  is  pure 
propaganda. 

•  All  actions  indicate  that  Reagan  favors  nuclear  war. 

•  Reagan  still  wants  deployment  of  the  MX. 

•  The  world  press  and  peace  movements  praise  the  Soviet  Union's  dedi¬ 
cation  to  peace  and  nuclear  disarmament. 

The  Pentagon's  funding  and  development  of  high  technology  and  advanced  weapons 
systems  was  a  primary  topic  of  Soviet  propagandists.  A  series  of  articles 
discussed  "the  Pentagon's  development  of  mini-nuclear  weapons  and  their  hidden 
meaning." 
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The  Soviet  press  continued  to  provide  extensive  media  coverage  about  U.S. 
military  assistance  and  mutual  security  programs.  Moscow  headlined  that: 

•  Reagan  is  increasing  U.S.  military  commitment  and  involvement  in  El 
Salvador. 

•  U.S.  and  NATO  are  helping  Somalia  in  its  militaristic  ambitions. 

•  Pentagon  is  increasing  its  military  aid  programs  to  foreign 
governments  all  over  the  world. 

•  Washington  continues  to  demand  that  Japan  increase  its  military  forces 
and  assume  a  larger  military  role  in  the  Pacific. 


The  amount  of  space  allocated  by  Moscow  to  the  Soviet  sponsored  government  in 
Kabul ,  Afghanistan  increased  significantly  in  February.  The  main  thrust  of 
Soviet  propaganda  emphasized  that: 

•  Western  countries  continue  to  encourage  and  support  Afghanistan 
counterrevolutionaries . 

•  Reagan  administration  plans  to  increase  its  military  intervention  in 
Afghanistan. 

•  The  government  in  Afghanistan  is  independent  and  in  control  of  the 
situation. 

•  The  Afghanistan  people  appreciate  the  generous  aid  being  provided  by 
the  Soviet  government. 


In  February,  Soviet  propagandists  increased  their  coverage  of  Israeli 
activities  and  actions  in  Lebanon.  The  main  focus  of  Soviet  propaganda 
headlined  that  "Israel  is  preparing  for  new  aggression — plans  to  attack 
Syria."  Soviet  propaganda  continued  to  underscore  that:  (1)  Syria 
strengthens  its  air  defenses  in  reply  to  the  Israeli  threat  in  the  Bekaa  area; 
(2)  tension  increases  in  Lebanon;  (3)  Lebanese  patriots  increase  their 
anti-Israeli  action;  guerrilla  war  is  possible,  and  (4)  Israelis  conduct 
punitive  and  terrorist  operations  against  Lebanese  patriots. 

The  activities  of  Soviet  Military  forces  in  Afghanistan  is  a  subject  treated 
very  cautiously  by  Soviet  editors.  However,  in  February,  a  series  of  feature 
articles  reported  the  following  in  regard  to  Soviet  Military  activities  and/or 
events  in  Afghanistan: 

•  Many  challenges  and  problems  arise  for  Soviet  soldiers  in 
Afghanistan  —  quite  a  few  (soldiers)  meet  the  challenges. 

•  Counterrevolutionaries  commit  terrible  atrocities  against  Soviet 
soldiers  in  Afghanistan. 
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•  Officers  are  awarded  medals  for  military  service  and  heroism  in 
Afghanistan. 

o  Order  of  Red  Star  is  awarded  to  an  officer  who  excelled  in  military 
service  in  Afghanistan. 

The  Soviet  press  and  media  continued  its  propaganda  campaign  to  convince  the 
domestic  (Russian)  audience  that  the  USSR  and  its  allies  support  peace  and 
nuclear  disarmament.  The  Kremlin  repeatedly  emphasized  that: 

"Non-aligned  countries  and  many  anti-war  movements  sup¬ 
port  peace  and  disarmament.  This  has  put  the  United 
States  and  NATO  in  a  very  difficult  position.  They  must 
negotiate  or  loose  credibility  in  Europe.  The  USSR 
supports  a  step-by-step  disarmament  program  which  would 
include  an  end  to  developing  new  nuclear  systems  and  an 
end  to  producing  materials  for  such  weapons.  The  Soviet 
Union  wants  to  decrease  the  number  of  nuclear  weapons 
and  eventually  eliminate  all  nuclear  weapons." 


Finally,  Soviet  military  editors  highlighted  the  following  topics  in  regard 
to  troop  indoctrination,  morale  and  military  discipline  in  the  Soviet  armed 
Forces. 


•  The  communist  party  should  influence  every  aspect  of  the  armed  forces. 

•  Political  officers  must  teach  religious  oriented  soldiers  and 
officers  the  deception  and  falseness  of  religion. 

•  The  political  cadre  must  teach  men  respect  for  authority. 

•  Major  goals  for  political  officers  are  to  improve  military  readi¬ 
ness,  discipline  and  training. 


•  Those  involved  in  black  market  activities  must  be  punished 

•  Soldiers  who  spread  rumors  should  be  punished. 
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The  data  in  this  report  reflects  Soviet  print  media  emphasis  and  propaganda 
trends  for  over  three  years  —  June  1979  through  February  1983.  During  this 
period,  over  47,600  feature  stories  and  news  items  were  analyzed.  However, 
the  main  purpose  of  this  edition  is  to  provide  the  reader  with  an  overview  of 
Soviet  rhetoric,  propaganda  themes  and  topics  directed  to  Russian  military 
forces  during  February  1983. 

This  report  contains  a  summary  of  propaganda  themes  from  the  Russian  language 
newspaper  Red  Star  (Krasnaya  Zvezda).  With  a  circulation  of  several  million 
copies,  this  "daily"  newspaper  is  the  official  publication  of  the  Ministry  of 
Defense.  In  particular,  it  represents  the  views  and  articulates  the  issues 
important  to  the  Main  Political  Administration  of  the  Soviet  Army  and  Navy, 
which  is  responsible  for  the  political  reliability  of  all  Soviet  military 
forces.  The  Main  Political  Administration  receives  its  guidance  directly  from 
the  Central  Committee  of  the  CPSU. 

The  feature  stories  and  news  items  that  appear  in  Red  Star  are  intended  to 
provide  daily  guidance  to  the  Soviet  military  political  cadre  concerning  do¬ 
mestic  and  international  issues/events.  Men  and  women  in  the  Soviet  armed 
forces  receive  political  instruction  and  Marxist  interpretation  of  current 
events  (foreign  and  domestic)  on  a  daily  basis.  Red  Star  is  used  as  the  guide 
for  political  instruction;  it  contains  the  approved  "picture"  of  issues  and 
events,  and  outlines  the  nature  of  the  "hostile"  world  to  the  Soviet  military. 
Therefore,  this  report  provides  insights  concerning  the  structured  view  of 
events  and  the  "world  picture"  as  perceived  by  the  Soviet  soldier. 


PANT  I  ~  SOVIET  PERCEPTIONS  OF  INTERNATIONAL  EVKWS 


In  February  1983,  slightly  over  27  percent  of  the  total  space  in  Red  Star 
reported  events  and  activities  that  occurred  in  foreign  countries  or  were 
international  in  scope.  This  amount  of  foreign  coverage  was  lower  by  two 
percent  from  the  previous  month  (January  1983).  As  a  daily  newspaper,  Red 
Star  is  generally  limited  to  a  total  of  four  pages  per  issue.  In  addition, 
the  amount  of  space  allocated  to  events  and  subjects  about  foreign  affairs  is 
usually  limited  to  30  percent  of  the  total  space  in  the  newspaper. 

Selected  foreign  governments  and  international  organizations  that  received 
substantial  media  attention  in  February  1983  are  listed  in  Table  1.  (Percent 
reflects  total  of  foreign  coverage.)  The  data  in  the  table  below  also  reflect 
Red  Star 1 s  international  coverage  for  February  1983  and  the  average  amount  of 
print  space  (CM^)  for  the  selected  countries  since  June  1979. 


TABLE  1 


Rank 

Govern ' t/ Int .  Org . 

Feb  1983 

Jan  1983 

June  79  thru  1 

1 

United  States  . 

...  39.17% 

27.65% 

28.41% 

2 

Afghanistan . 

6.33% 

3.38% 

3.76% 

3 

West  Germany . 

...  5.50% 

1.95% 

2.50% 

4 

Israel . 

4.14% 

2.53% 

3.65% 

5 

Japan . 

...  3.74% 

3.67% 

2.19% 

6 

Lebanon . 

3.58% 

1.67% 

1.99% 

7 

Poland . 

...  2.43% 

1.95% 

4.27% 

8 

Czechos lovakia . 

...  1.87% 

6.00% 

1.64% 

9 

Warsaw  Pact . 

1.63% 

14.90% 

2.43% 

10 

Mongolia . 

...  1.51% 

.32% 

1.15% 

11 

Cuba . 

...  1.43% 

1.30% 

1.31% 

12 

NATO . 

...  1.43% 

.44% 

1.95% 

GENERAL 

The  editors  of  Red  Star,  and  other  Soviet  print  and  electronic  media,  regu¬ 
larly  emphasize  national  (communist)  anniversaries,  significant  political  or 
military  events  in  friendly  communist  countries;  Soviet  media  also  underscore 
friendship  visits  by  foreign  and  Soviet  dignitaries  and/or  delegations. 
During  February  1983,  a  minimum  amount  of  coverage  was  given  to  anniversaries 
and  friendship  visits,  but  those  events  which  were  featured  by  the  Soviet 
press  are  described  below. 


Cuba 


Red  Star  featured  the  friendship  visit  of  Soviet  military  personnel  visiting 
Cuba.  Russian  propagandists  headlined  that  "Socialist  progress  (in  Cuba)  is 
obvious."  The  primary  topics  emphasized  were  that: 

•  Since  the  revolution,  industry  and  agriculture  have  grown  and  pro¬ 
gressed  rapidly. 

•  The  Cuban  revolution  has  triumphed. 

•  Cuban  military  are  ready  to  defend  the  revolution. 


Czechoslovakia 


Soviet  print  media  also  published  a  series  of  feature  articles  celebrating  the 
February  1948  victory  of  the  Czechoslovakian  Communist  revolution.  A  major 
article  by  the  Czech.  Minister  of  Defense,  exhorted  the  Czechoslovakian  army 
Co  honor  the  33th  anniversary  of  the  February  victory  and  to  remember  the 
"glory  of  the  revolution  in  their  determination  to  improve  military  readi¬ 
ness." 
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Mongolian 

In  regard  to  Mongolia,  the  Soviet  press  headlined  and  featured: 

•  Celebrations  that  were  held  in  Moscow  to  honor  the  90th  anniversary  of 
D.  Sukhe-Bator,  founder  of  the  communist  party  and  government  of 
Mongolia. 

•  Background  articles  about  the  peoples'  Republic  Party  and  People's 
Government  of  Mongolia. 

•  Biographical  sketches  and  digests  of  D.  Sukhe-Bator. 

•  Celebrations  held  in  Ulan-Bator  to  honor  the  90th  birthday  of  Sukhe- 
Bator. 


Syria 

Russian  media  featured  the  friendship  visit  of  Soviet  journalists  to  Syria. 
Primary  topics  emphasized  by  Red  Star  included: 

•  Syrian  workers  are  proud  of  their  government  and  national 
achievements. 

•  The  population  is  mobilized  to  defend  Syria  against  Israel. 

•  Syrian  industry  and  commerce  are  healthy  and  prosperous. 

•  The  new  Syria  is  in  the  Socialist  camp. 


imiTKD  STATES 


In  February  1983,  the  editors  of  Red  Star  allocated  over  39  percent  of  its 
space  to  international  events  and  foreign  affairs  of  the  United  States  -  this 
amount  is  an  increase  of  12  percent  from  the  previous  month.  During  the  past 
43  months,  the  average  amount  of  print  space  allocated  to  the  United  States 
has  been  approximately  28  percent  of  the  total  coverage  in  Red  Star  for 
foreign  news  and  international  events  (see  Table  1). 

During  the  past  3-1/2  years,  Soviet  propagandists  have  been  consistent  and 
determined  in  their  tough  and  demanding  rhetoric  about  the  actions  and  pol¬ 
icies  of  the  U.S.  Government.  With  monotonous  persistence,  the  Soviet  propa¬ 
ganda  media  have  stressed  and  highlighted  those  events  and  topics  that  reflec¬ 
ted  the  United  States  Government  as  being  in  the  forefront  of  international 
imperialism  (hegemony)  and  fostering  a  dangerous  and  uncontrolled  nuclear  arms 
race.  With  the  increased  coverage  of  the  United  States  (in  February)  Soviet 
media  content  reflected  a  very  tough  posture. 


-3- 


Russian  propagandists  repeatedly  stressed  numerous  topics  that  reflected  the 
overall  "aggressive  and  provocative"  nature  of  Reagan's  foreign  policy  and 
military  actions.  Soviet  news  media  and  propaganda  organs  dogmatically  and 
repeatedly  focused  on  the  following  subjects: 

•  Reagan's  talk  about  U.S.  support  for  peace  and  disarmament  is  propa¬ 
ganda. 

•  The  Pentagon  has  over  7,000  nuclear  weapons  in  Europe,  making  Europe  a 
U.S.  hostage. 

•  Actions  and  words  of  the  White  House  I  In  spite  of  Reagan's  talk  about 
supporting  disarmament  and  avoiding  nuclear  war,  all  actions  indicate 
the  opposite. 

•  The  U.S.  and  NATO  are  spreading  false  information  about  their  support 
for  nuclear  disarmament.  The  United  States  wants  to  appease  public 
opinion  and  draw  attention  away  from  plans  to  deploy  new  nuclear  mis¬ 
siles  in  Europe. 

•  New  U.S.  policy  for  Asial  The  Pentagon  strengthens  its  military  posi¬ 
tions  and  alliances  with  South  Korea,  Japan  and  ASEAN  countries. 

•  Sri  Lanka,  Syria  and  other  governments  criticize  U.S.  decision  to  form 
CENTCOM-Central  Command.  The  Pentagon  is  increasing  its  military 
presence  in  the  Middle  East. 

•  Washington' 8  shadow  over  Central  America!  Reagan  continues  to  support 
bloody  dictatorships  in  Central  America. 

•  United  States  continues  to  conduct  psychological  warfare  against 
communism,  relying  heavily  on  Voice  of  America,  Radio  Free  Europe  and 
Radio  Liberty. 

•  Dirty  tricks  of  the  CIAI  CIA  continues  to  spread  lies  about  a 

Bulgarian  link  to  the  attempted  assasination  of  the  Pope. 


"Surprise  Attack"  —  The  Core  of  U.S.  Military  Strategy 

For  over  a  year,  Soviet  propagandists  have  underscored  that  the  U.S.  Rapid 
Deployment  Forces  have  the  mission  of  conducting  a  first  strike  or  "surprise 
attack"  on  the  Soviet  Union  and/or  friendly  Socialist  states.  In  February, 
Red  Star  printed  several  feature  articles  that  reviewed  the  content  of  a  new 
book,  published  by  Voyenizdat  (Military  Publishers),  which  discussed  in  great 
detail  the  topic  of  "surprise  attack,"  as  the  essence  of  U.S.  military 
strategy.  According  to  the  Soviets,  "the  Pentagon  has  gone  through  three 
stages  of  the  surprise  attack  strategy."  These  strategies  are: 


First  Stage  (1945-1953)  —  The  U.S.  relied  on  nuclear  weapons  -  the 

air  blitzkrieg  strategy. 

Second  Stage  (1953-1960)  —  The  U.S.  developed  a  massive  attack 

strategy  —  all  out  war  on  the  USSR  and 
the  Socialist  bloc  countries. 

Third  stage  (1960-present)  —  A  strategy  which  is  based  on  the  deploy¬ 
ment  of  rapid  reaction  forces. 


Expansion  of  U.S.  Special  Forces  and  other  "Diversionist  Forces" 


A  series  of  feature  articles  in  Red  Star  emphasized  that  the  Pentagon  is 
training  Green  Beret  units  and  other  special  task  forces  to  penetrate  into 
Socialist  countries  with  the  mission  to  sabotage  selected  airports,  railroad 
stations  and  other  strategic  sites.  The  Soviet  military  press  headlined  that: 


•  The  Pentagon  plans  to  increase  the  number  of  Green  Beret  units  and 
expand  their  activities. 


•  The  U.S.  government  plans  to  increase  the  funds  available  to  Green 
Berets  and  other  diversionist  forces. 


•  The  Number  of  men  in  Green  Beret  units  will  be  expanded  to  4,800. 


e  U.S.  Rangers  and  Black  Berets  and  other  special  forces  are  being 
trained  to  conduct  subversive  activities  in  mountainous  terrain  and 
other  areas. 


Disarmament  —  Ball  is  in  the  U.S.  Court 

In  a  feature  article  based  on  a  TASS  interview  with  the  Soviet  leader — Yuri 
Andropov —  Red  Star  reported  that: 

"Andropov  commented  on  Reagan's  latest  suggestions  made 
to  the  leaders  of  Europe  regarding  the  liquidation  of 
land-based  medium  range  nuclear  missiles:  Andropov 

stated  that  Reagan's  suggestions  are  not  new  —  they 
still  are  a  zero  option;  this  is  unacceptable  to  the 
USSR.  The  United  States  still  is  not  serious  about 
disarmament.  The  USSR  has  repeatedly  made  realistic  and 
constructive  suggestions  but  to  no  avail.  The  ball  is 
in  the  U.S.  court.  A  meeting  between  Reagan  and 
Andropov  is  seen  as  possible  and  constructive.11 


Other  articles  on  the  topic  of  disarmament  headlined  that: 

•  The  World  Press  praises  the  Soviet  Union's  dedication  to  peace  and 
nuclear  disarmament. 

•  U.S.  wants  the  zero  option  —  the  complete  disarmament  of  Soviet  missiles. 

•  In  any  disarmament  agreement,  British  and  French  missiles  must  be 

included. 

•  The  USSR  has  consistently  and  persistently  supported  nuclear  disarmement— 
Reagan  has  refused  to  get  serious. 

As  mentioned  before,  the  Red  Star's  news  items  and  feature  stories  are  carefully 
selected  and  orchestrated  to  satisfy  the  propaganda  goals  and  objectives  of 
the  Communist  party  and  government;  consequently,  they  reflect  negative  views 
of  policies  and  activities  of  the  United  States.  For  over  three  years,  the 
United  States  has  received  an  average  of  56  percent  of  the  total  negative 
and/or  abusive  rhetoric  in  Red  Star  devoted  to  foreign  governments  -  in 

February  it  was  66  percent.  See  Table  2  for  a  comparison  of  total  space 

(hostile  and/or  negative  in  tone)  allocated  to  the  United  States  and  other 

foreign  countries.  (Percent  reflects  total  of  foreign  critical  coverage.) 


TABLE  2 

CRITICAL  COVERAGE  OF  FOREIGN  GOVERNMENTS 


Country 


February 


January 


June  79  -  Dec  82 


1.  United  States .  66.63Z  60.20Z  56.43Z 

2.  Israel .  7.28Z  5.80Z  7.82Z 

3.  West  Germany .  6.87Z  2.85Z  2.97Z 

4.  Japan .  5.62Z  7.48Z  3.62Z 

5.  South  Africa .  1.85Z  3.33Z  2.31Z 

6.  Poland .  1.47Z  -  1,43Z 

7.  South  Korea .  1.42Z  .22Z  .71Z 

8.  Afghanistan .  1.40Z  -  .23Z 

9.  Pakistan .  1.27Z  2.52Z  1.53Z 

10.  Honduras .  1.21Z  .68Z  .10Z 


Soviet  propaganda  about  the  United  States  continued  to  underscore  three  sub¬ 
stantive  themes:  (1)  United  States  military  and  political  hegemony  —  a 
threat  to  peace;  (2)  arms  production  and  development  of  military  technology  - 
the  arms  race,  and  (3)  U.S.  foreign  military  assistance  and  mutual  security 
programs  —  a  threat  to  the  world.  The  propaganda  tone  and  amount  of  space 


allocated  to  these  three  primary  Soviet  propaganda  themes  have  remained  un¬ 
compromisingly  high  and  remarkably  consistent  for  over  three  years. 


A  statistical  view  of  major  Soviet  propaganda  themes  pertaining  to  the  United 
States  for  a  period  of  14  months  is  contained  in  Table  3  (percent  is  total  of 
United  States  coverage). 


Table  3 


SOVIET  PROPAGANDA  1983  1982 


THEME 

FEB 

JAN 

DEC 

NOV 

OCT 

SEP 

AUG 

JUL 

JUN 

MAY 

APR 

MAR 

FEB 

JAN 

l——  ” 

1  " 

r~  ' 

" " 

■ 

US  Military/ 
Political 
Hegemony  . 

58% 

42% 

43% 

40% 

61% 

50% 

43% 

42% 

39% 

20% 

37% 

41% 

41% 

40% 

US  Military 
Budget-Arms 

Race  . 

24% 

29% 

41% 

30% 

23% 

24% 

37% 

29% 

30% 

47% 

40% 

38% 

37% 

31% 

US  Foreign 
Military 
Assistance- 
Mutual  Scty  . . . . 

15% 

20% 

08% 

17% 

14% 

22% 

15% 

24% 

23% 

31% 

18% 

17% 

13% 

23% 

All  Other  . 

..  03% 

09% 

08% 

13% 

02% 

04% 

05% 

05% 

08% 

02% 

05% 

04% 

09% 

06% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

The  managing  editor  of  Red  Star  uses  every  opportunity  to  exploit  events 
and/or  media  issues  in  the  international  press  in  an  effort  to  portray  the 
United  States  as  an  aggressive,  militaristic  nation  seeking  world  domination, 
and  on  the  verge  of  triggering  a  nuclear  holocaust.  This  is  the  major  focus 
and  objective  of  Soviet  domestic  and  international  propaganda.  It  is  apparent 
from  the  data  in  Table  3  that  the  principal  themes  used  to  exploit  and  ar¬ 
ticulate  this  propaganda  objective  are  U.S.  military  and  political  hegemony 
and  the  arms  race. 


UNITED  STATES  MILITARY/ POLITICAL  HEGEMONY 

In  February  1983,  38  percent  of  Soviet  propaganda  and  rhetoric  about 
Washington  exploited  the  subject  of  American  military/political  hegemony  (the 
Soviet  code  word  for  Yankee  Imperialism)  -  this  is  a  16%  increase  in  the 
amount  of  space  allocated  for  this  propaganda  theme,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  month  (see  Table  3),  and  the  highest  coverage  in  over  three  years. 


The  statistical  data  contained  in  Table  4  reflect  geographical  and  country 
emphasis  pertaining  to  the  Soviet  propaganda  theme  -  U.S.  Military/Political 
Hegemony  and  Provocation  -  during  a  nine-month  period.  (Percent  equals  total 
coverage  for  this  propaganda  theme.) 


TABLE  4 


Country/Area  of 

U.S.  Hegemony 

1983 

Feb  Jan 

Dec 

Nov 

Oct 

1982 

Sep 

Aug 

Jul 

Jun 

1. 

World  Wide  . 

41% 

10% 

24% 

18% 

51% 

38% 

26% 

39% 

36% 

3. 

Europe  . 

18% 

29% 

34% 

31% 

17% 

18% 

34% 

10% 

30% 

2. 

Indian  Ocean  and 

Middle  East  . . 

25% 

28% 

30% 

17% 

06% 

11% 

09% 

27% 

24% 

4. 

Asia/Pacific . . 

08% 

20% 

08% 

26% 

09% 

31% 

03% 

06% 

04% 

5. 

Central  America/Caribbean  . . 

08  Z 

13% 

04% 

08% 

00% 

02% 

18% 

18% 

06% 

6. 

Other  . 

— 

— 

00% 

00% 

17% 

00% 

00% 

00% 

00% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

Deployment  of  Nuclear  Weapons  and  First  Strike 

Again  in  February,  Soviet  propagandists  repeatedly  underscored  and  headlined 
the  topics  that  (1)  the  United  States  desires  a  direct  confrontation  with  the 
USSR,  and  (2)  the  deployment  of  Pershing  II  nuclear  missiles  to  Europe  is  for 
the  purpose  of  being  able  to  conduct  a  first  nuclear  strike  on  Russia.  Moscow 
headlined: 

•  More  missiles  only  increases  the  chance  of  nuclear  war  in  Europe. 

•  Reagan's  military  policy  is  based  on  being  able  to  conduct  and  win  a 
nuclear  conflict. 

•  The  United  States  is  preparing  for  nuclear  war.  The  U.S.  is  a  threat 
to  the  entire  world. 

•  Pershing  II  missiles  can  be  used  in  a  first  strike. 

•  The  U.S.  and  NATO  insist  on  military  supremacy  over  the  USSR. 


The  following  abstracts  from  Red  Star  reveal  the  overall  tone  and  scope  of 
Soviet  rhetoric  and  propaganda  pertaining  to  the  topic  of  deployment  of 
nuclear  missiles  and  direct  confrontation  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Soviet  Union. 

"The  French  magazine,  Monde  Diplomatique,  emphasizes 
that  the  deployment  of  Pershing  II  and  cruise  missiles 
to  Europe  could  be  used  to  conduct  a  first  strike  on  the 
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USSR.  The  French  magazine  stresses  that  the  Reagan 
administration  is  not  serious  about  disarmament." 

"Pentagon  sets  sights  on  Greenland.  United  States  has 
established  radio  systems  in  Greenland  to  control 
nuclear  missile  flights  (B-52s  and  cruise  missiles); 
these  radio  stations  also  will  communicate  with 
satellites.  These  radio  systems  also  play  an  important 
role  in  U.S.  first  strilce  strategy.  (Two  radio  systems 
are  called  Giant  Talk  and  OL-5)." 

"NATO  General  Secretary  Lunz  claims  that  the  USSR  is 
increasing  the  number  of  missiles  in  Europe.  This  lie 
is  being  used  to  justify  the  Pentagon's  deployment  of 
Pershing  II  and  cruise  missiles  in  Europe." 

"Pentagon's  policy  is  to  be  able  to  conduct  and  win  a 
nuclear  war.  This  policy  is  contained  in  a  Department 
of  Defense  Document— Directive  for  U.S.  Defense  Policy 
for  FY  1984-1988.  In  this  document,  the  U.S.  government 
is  urged  to  develop  and  build  a  strategic  military  anti¬ 
satellite  system,  as  well  as  other  offensive  systemsT15 

"French  (retired)  Admiral  Sanginetti  criticizes  NATO 
plans  to  go  forward  with  the  deployment  of  medium-range 
nuclear  missile  systems  in  Europe.  According  to  the 
French  Admiral,  NATO  already  has  too  many  missiles, 
especially  on  U.S.  submarines.  More  missiles  only 
increases  the  chance  for  nuclear  war  in  Europe." 

"The  United  States  and  NATO  insist  on  the  deployment  of 
new  and  dangerous  medium-range  nuclear  missiles  in 
Europe.  The  U.S.  and  NATO  want  military  supremacy  over 
the  USSR.  Many  individuals  in  Europe  criticize  these 
plans.  The  U.S.  and  USSR  are  equal  and  there  is  no 
necessity  for  more  missiles  in  Europe." 

"The  Pentagon  is  modernizing  and  enlarging  its  nuclear 
bases  in  England  and  Sicily." 

"The  Pentagon  is  preparing  for  nuclear  war.  As  part  of 
this  plan,  the  U.S.  is  continuing  to  increase  its 
nuclear  arsenals  and  develop  new  dangerous  weapon 
systems ." 


"The  NATO  Chief,  General  Lunz,  continues  to  advocate 
NATO  deployment  of  U.S.  medium-range  nuclear  missiles 
(Pershing  II)  and  cruise  missiles  in  Europe." 


U.S.  Intelligence  Agencies  Support  War  Criminals 


As  in  previous  months,  Soviet  propaganda  was  used  to  attack  vigorously  the 
activities  and  policies  of  the  U.S.  intelligence  agencies  in  general  and  the 
Central  Intelligence  Agency  in  particular.  In  February,  the  Russians  empha¬ 
sized  that: 

•  The  CIA  is  expanding  its  activities  all  over  the  world. 

•  Under  the  Reagan  administration,  the  CIA  budget  has  been  significantly 
increased. 

•  NAZI  war  criminals  were  smuggled  into  the  U.S.  (after  World  War  II) 
and  used  as  spies  against  the  USSR  and  other  Socialist  states. 

•  The  CIA  has  been  given  free  reign  to  intervene  into  the  domestic  poli¬ 
tics  of  foreign  governments. 

•  The  CIA  is  trying  to  undermine  the  Indian  government  by  contributing 
to  the  instability  of  the  Northeast  states. 


The  following  abstracts  and/or  headlines  of  Red  Star  articles  illustrate  the 
overall  tone  and  scope  of  Soviet  propaganda  pertaining  to  the  topic  of  U.S. 
intelligence  activities. 

"Two  U.S.  spies  are  condemned  by  an  East  Berlin  court  to 
six  years  in  prison  for  espionage." 

"First  there  was  the  Fuhrer,  then  there  was  Uncle  Sam. 

The  U.S.  supported  and  covered-up  for  former  Nazi  Klaus 
Barbie.  The  CIA  used  him  as  an  intelligence  agent  and 
protected  him.  Many  former  Nazi  criminals  were  smuggled 
to  the  U.S.  after  World  War  II  and  used  as  spies  against 
the  USSR." 

"U.S.  agencies  protect  Nazi  criminals  like  K.  Barbie. 

The  CIA  protected  many  other  Nazi  criminals  in  order  to 
use  their  information  about  the  USSR." 

"U.S.  protects  former  Nazis.  A  Brooklyn  court  refuses 
to  turn  over  a  Nazi  criminal  who  mass-murdered  Soviets 
in  World  War  II." 

"CIA  has  free  reign.  U.S.  pompously  announced  a  so- 
called  program  of  democracy  through  public  diplomacy. 

The  upshot  of  this  program  is  that  the  U.S.  government 
has  openly  and  officially  declared  that  it  will  inter¬ 
vene  in  the  domestic  political  affairs  of  other 
countries . This  intervention  is  no  longer  a  secret — it 
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is  open,  kosher  and  necessary.  The  CIA,  in  other  words, 
has  a  free  reign  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  other 
countries.  The  CIA  could  interpret  this  as  a  green 
light  to  plan,  supervise  and  conduct  intervention;  CIA 
subversive  actions  will  be  made  legal." 

"Dirty  tricks  of  CIA.  CIA  continues  to  spread  lies 
about  the  so-called  Bulgarian  link  to  the  attempted 
assassination  of  the  Pope  in  Rome.  CIA  agents  went  to 
Turkey  to  manufacture  this  link;  any  evidence  found  by 
the  CIA  is  pure  lies."  (N.Y.  Times  and  Readers  Digest.) 

"Criticism  of  the  U.S.  for  protecting  Nazi  war  criminals 
in  exchange  for  intelligence  information  about  Socialist 
bloc  countries.  The  Soviet  Union  has  repeatedly 
requested  the  return  of  Nazi  criminals  and  Soviet  trai¬ 
tors,  but  the  U.S.  has  refused.  Many  of  these  criminals 
are  guilty  of  burning  Soviet  women  and  children  alive 
and  other  atrocities.  But,  the  U.S.  continues  to  use 
these  criminals  as  intelligence  agents  against  the  USSR 
and  other  Socialist  Bloc  countries." 

"The  U.S.  Ambassador  and  embassy  employees  in  Panama  are 
guilty  of  gathering  secret  information  about  Panamanian 
military  forces  and  government.  The  Panamanian  govern¬ 
ment  wants  to  declare  the  ambassador  persona  non  grata. 
The  Panamanian  government  also  disapproves  of  U.S.  plans 
for  the  Canal  Zone." 

"CIA  has  a  free  reign.  The  U.S.  government  has  ap¬ 
pointed  itself  as  the  defender  of  democracy.  U.S. 
announces  its  program  of  democracy  through  public  diplo¬ 
macy.  This  gives  the  U.S.  the  right  to  intervene  in  the 
internal  politics  of  other  countries.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  U.S.  bribes  many  governments,  and  if  that  fails 
they  infiltrate  foreign  governments  with  CIA  agents. 
The  U.S.  has  bribed  many  countries  with  its  military  and 
economic  aid  programs." 


United  States  Military  Provocation 

Also  in  February,  Soviet  propagandists  and  editors  vigorously  and  consistently 
headlined  and  attacked  all  aspects  of  U.S.  military  training  exercises  and 
maneuvers  conducted  on  the  high  seas  and  in  foreign  countries.  The  Soviets 
continued  to  portray  U.S.  and  allied  military  exercises  as  "provocative  and 
dangerous  to  world  peace."  The  Red  Star  emphasized  the  "aggressive  and 
provocative"  nature  of  Sixth  Fleet  exercises  off  the  shores  of  Libya;  Team 
Spirit-83  maneuvers  in  Sourth  Korea,  and  the  U.S. —Honduras  military  exercise- 
5±I_  Pine.  Some  examples  of  feature  articles  and  headlines  are  listed  below; 
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Sixth  Fleet  Exercises 


"U.S.  Navy  ships  are  in  waters  close  to  Libya  for  mili¬ 
tary  training.  Libya  claims  that  U.S.  activities  are 
aggressive  and  provocative.  Since  1981,  the  U.S.  has 
conducted  an  anti-Libyan  propaganda  campaign." 

"Libyan  President  Qaddafi  criticizes  a  U.S.  military 
presence  n^ar  the  coast  of  Libya.  Washington  has 
aggressive  attentions." 

"Libya  appeals  to  the  United  Nations  Security  Council  to 
discuss  U.S.  military  provocations  in  the  region.  Libya 
claims  that  U.S.  AWACS  aircraft  in  Egypt  and  Sixth  Fleet 
ships  near  Libya  are  provocative  and  intimidating." 

"United  Nations  Security  Council  meets,  at  Libya's 
request,  to  discuss  the  dangerous  situation  in  the 
Mediterranean  and  Middle  East.  Many  United  Nations  mem¬ 
bers  criticize  U.S.  provocation  against  Libya.  U.S. 
provocations  against  Libya  are  only  a  few  among  many 
U.S.  provocations  against  non-aligned  countries." 

"The  U.S  is  using  its  "big  stick"  policy  to  deal  with 
developing  countries,  especially  when  it  comes  to  Libya. 
U.S.  Navy  ships  near  Libya  are  dangerous  and  disturbing 
to  peace  in  the  area." 


Team  Spirit-83 

"U.S.  and  South  Korean  military  maneuvers  -  'Team 
Spirit-83'  -  are  considered  to  be  a  threat  by  North 
Korea.  These  maneuvers  are  a  threat  to  the  entire  Far 
East." 

"The  U.S.  begins  'Team  Spirit-83'  maneuvers  in  South 
Korea.  Over  70,000  U.S.  military  personnel  and  118,000 
South  Korean  military  personnel  participate  in  this 
provocative  exercise.  Maneuvers  are  being  conducted 
close  to  the  North  Korean  border — too  close.  North 
Korea  feels  that  this  is  a  threat.  These  maneuvers  will 
continue  for  over  two  months." 

"North  Korean  Embassy  in  Moscow  holds  a  press  conference 
to  discuss  the  situation  in  Korea.  North  Korea  criti¬ 
cizes  Team  Spirit  maneuvers." 

"The  U.S.  is  a  serious  threat  to  the  region.  North 
Korean  media  strongly  criticize  US-Korean  'Team  Spirit- 
83'  maneuvers." 


Other  Military  Exercises 


"Nicaragua  criticizes  join  U.S. — Honduras  military 
maneuvers  which  are  being  conducted  several  kilometers 
from  the  Nicaraguan  border.  'Big  Pine1  maneuvers  are  a 
threat  to  Nicaragua,  but  Nicaragua  will  defend  itself. 
The  U.S.  is  responsible  for  increased  tension  in  the 
region." 

"From  February  1-6,  U.S.  and  Honduras  military  conducted 
a  joint  exercise  called  'Big  Pine'.  About  6,000  men 
were  involved  in  this  provocative  venture.  This  was  the 
largest  military  maneuver  ever  held  in  the  region.  The 
military  maneuvers  were  conducted  near  Nicaragua  and 
perceived  as  very  provocative  by  the  Nicaraguan  govern¬ 
ment.  The  nuclear  submarine  George  Washington  was 
involved.  In  addition,  it  was  no  accident  that  the  U.S. 
held  this  exercise  in  Honduras.  Washington  has  in¬ 
creased  military  aid  to  Honduras  over  ten  fold  in  the 
past  three  years.  These  maneuvers  may  be  a  part  of  U.S. 
preparations  to  attack  Nicaragua.  At  any  rate,  they 
have  increased  tension  in  the  region." 

"Joint  U.S-Honduras  maneuvers  near  the  border  of 
Nicaragua  are  a  real  threat  to  the  sovereignty  of 
Nicaragua.  Over  6,000  men  will  take  part  in  this  exer¬ 
cise  for  a  week." 

"United  States  military  forces  complete  US-Panamanian 
maneuvers  in  the  Panama  Canal  Zone.  Over  10,000  men 
were  involved.  These  maneuvers  worked  out  a  strategy 
against  a  partisan  attack  on  the  Panama  Canal." 

"Joint  U.S. -Panamanian  maneuvers,  'Kindle  Liberty-83,' 
begin  in  Panama.  Over  9,000  U.S.  and  1,000  Panamanian 
soldiers  participate." 

"Portuguese-U.S. -British  forces  conduct  naval  maneuvers 
in  Portuguese  waters." 

"U.S. -Japanese  naval  exercises  are  being  conducted  in 
Japanese  waters." 

"US-Australian  Navy  maneuvers,  'Sea  Eagle-83,'  will  last 
from  February  21  to  March  9.  These  maneuvers  will  be  in 
Australian  waters  and  over  20  ships  will  be  involved." 
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Selected  abstracts  and  headlines,  from  the  February  issues  of  the  Soviet 
military  newspaper  Red  Star,  that  reveal  the  overall  scope  and  focus  of  Soviet 
propaganda  pertaining  to  the  theme  of  U.S.  hegemony  (imperialism)  are 
presented  below: 

"Expansion  of  U.S.  military  forces  in  the  Indian  Ocean 
is  criticized  by  the  Indian  government." 

"The  Pentagon  is  increasing  military  presence  in  the 
Mideast.  CENTCOM  controls  Rapid  Deployment  Forces  and 
their  activities  in  the  Middle  East  and  Persian  Gulf 
area.  The  countries  in  the  area  are  critical  of  U.S. 
decision  to  form  CENTCOM." 

"Reagan  administration  states  that  U.S.  Marines  will 
stay  in  Lebanon  for  an  indefinite  period." 

"U.S.  is  increasing  its  military  forces  in  the  Middle 
East.  Soviet  veterans  committee  protests  U.S. 
militarism  and  the  Pentagon's  creation  of  CENTCOM." 

"Governments  and  world  public  opinion  denounce  U.S. 
military  build-up  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  and  related 
attempts  to  turn  Diego  Garcia  and  other  islands  into 
giant  military  bases." 

"The  Pentagon  has  30  military  bases  in  the  Indian  Ocean. 

The  U.S.  is  increasing  its  military  presence  in  the 
Indian  Ocean  and  Africa.  The  U.S.  is  taking  over  mili¬ 
tary  sites  in  Kenya,  and  strengthening  its  military 
alliance  with  Somalia." 

"The  Reagan  administration  plans  to  increase  and  expand 
the  scope  of  activities  of  U.S.  Rapid  Deployment  Forces. 

Current  costs  of  these  forces  is  over  three  million 
dollars.  They  are  a  major  factor  in  U.S.  imperialism  in 
the  Persian  Gulf.  The  forces  will  be  modernized  and 
increased  to  440,000  men." 

"India  is  disturbed  by  instability  in  the  Northeast 
states.  India  media  claims  that  the  CIA  is  trying  to 
undermine  the  government  by  helping  the  insurgents.  The 
U.S.  wants  India  to  lose  influence  in  the  world." 

"The  Chairman  of  the  National  People's  Party  of  Pakistan 
criticizes  the  U.S.  for  using  Pakistan  as  a  military 
base  to  train  and  aid  Afghanistan  counterrevolutionary 
forces." 


"The  United  States,  England  and  West  Germany  are  aiding 
South  Africa  in  the  conduct  of  insurgency  and  diver- 
sionist  activities  against  nearby  countries.  The  U.S. 
and  NATO  continue  to  send  military  aid  and  weapons  to 
South  Africa." 

"The  U.S.  must  stop  its  aggressive  policy  toward 
Afghanistan.  Washington  is  arming  counterrevo¬ 
lutionaries.  The  CIA  is  training  the  bandits  in 
Pakistan." 

"The  CIA  is  supplying  counterrevolutionary  bands  (in 
Afghanistan)  with  millions  of  dollars  in  weapons  and 
supplies.  Thanks  to  Soviet  aid,  stability  may  soon 
return  to  the  region." 

"Evil  intentions  of  the  U.S.  continue  with  military 
intervention  in  El  Salvador.  Reagan  wants  to  overthrow 
the  revolution.  Washington  is  strengthening  its  mili¬ 
tary  bases  in  the  region  to  prevent  people's  revo¬ 
lutions." 

"The  U.S.  is  increasing  the  strength  of  its  military 
bases  in  the  South  Atlantic  and  the  Caribbean.  The 
Pentagon  is  increasing  the  number  and  size  of  military 
maneuvers  in  these  areas." 

"The  Pentagon  increases  its  military  forces  in  Asia. 
The  U.S.  is  reinforcing  its  bases  and  increasing  its 
military  strength  in  the  entire  Pacific  area.  In  fact, 
the  U.S.  plans  to  deploy  nuclear  weapons  to  the  Far 
East.  In  Japan,  the  Misawa  Air  Base  is  being  prepared 
for  F-16s  and  nuclear  weapons.  The  U.S.  is  assigning  to 
Japan  the  role  of  gendarme  of  the  Far  East.  South  Korea 
also  serves  U.S.  military  interests  in  the  region.  Each 
year,  joint  U.S. -South  Korean  maneuvers,  'Team  Spirit', 
get  larger." 


The  Psychological  Warfare  Campaign  Continues 

As  in  previous  months,  Soviet  media  and  propaganda  organs  continued  to  attack 
the  "psychological  warfare  campaign”  that  the  United  states  is  conducting 
against  communism.  The  main  thrust  of  Soviet  propaganda  headlined  the  follow¬ 
ing  topics: 

e  Washington  continues  to  conduct  psychological  war  against  communism, 
relying  heavily  on  VOA  and  Radio  Free  Europe. 

•  Since  1981,  Poland  has  been  a  special  target  for  U.S.  propaganda. 
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9  Washington  uses  over  400  centers  and  40  foreign  stations  as  sources  of 
anti-Soviet  propaganda. 

•  NATO  is  taking  a  more  active  role  in  anti-Soviet  propaganda. 

•  Reagan  is  increasing  the  budget  and  scope  of  activities  of  the  VOA  and 
other  radio  (propaganda)  stations. 

•  The  Reagan  administration  has  declared  war  on  international  terrorism, 
which  is  a  cover  for  the  propaganda  war  on  Socialist  block  countries. 

•  In  order  to  influence  foreign  governments,  the  CIA  spends  millions  of 
dollars  to  purchase  and  control  foreign  magazines,  newspapers,  editors 
and  union  leaders  (all  over  the  world). 

•  The  U.S.  State  Department  continues  it  slander  and  lies  in  regard  to 
Soviet  use  of  chemical  weapons  in  Afghanistan.  There  is  nothing  new 
in  this  area  of  slander.  Even  the  U.S.  press  has  lost  interest  in 
these  unfounded  lies. 


THE  ASMS  RACK  AND  ASMS  LIMITATION 

In  February  1983,  Soviet  rhetoric  and  the  number  of  articles  about  the  arms 
race  and  arms  limitation  continued  at  a  very  high  level  of  attention;  however, 
the  amount  of  space  devoted  to  this  topic  decreased  by  five  percent  from  the 
previous  month  (see  Table  3).  The  Kremlin  portrayed  Reagan  as  hard-nosed, 
critical,  and  determined  to  alter  the  strategic  balance  through  arms  control 
proposals  that  favor  only  America. 

Much  of  Soviet  propaganda  coverage  described  the  United  States  development  of 
high  technology  and  advanced  weapon  systems.  In  fact,  several  feature 
articles  discussed  the  Pentagon's  development  of  "mini-nuclear  weapons  and 
their  hidden  meaning."  The  Russians  emphasized: 

e  The  only  drawback  to  (U.S.)  mininuclear  weapons  is  the  high  cost, 
especially  if  they  are  thermo -nuclear . 

e  The  Pentagon  wants  to  add  mini-nuclear  ordnance  (1-3  kilotons  and  some 
less  than  one  kiloton)  to  its  arsenal  in  Europe. 

e  Mini-nuclear  weapons  would  be  effective  in  an  area  of  100  meters. 

e  Small  nuclear  bombs  would  be  used  against  tanks  and  ground  troops  in 
the  place  of  artillery. 
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In  regard  to  the  general  topic  of  the  arms  race  and  arms  limitation,  Soviet 
propaganda  continued  to  emphasize  that: 


•  Reagan's  rhetoric  about  U.S.  support  for  peace  and  disarmament  is  pure 
propaganda. 

•  All  actions  indicate  that  Reagan  favors  nuclear  war. 

•  Reagan  still  wants  deployment  of  the  MX. 

•  The  world  press  praises  the  Soviet  Union's  dedication  to  peace  and 
nuclear  disarmament. 


Selected  headlines  and  abstracts  from  the  February  issues  of  Red  Star,  per¬ 
taining  to  the  Pentagon's  budget,  weapons  development  and  the  Soviet  view  on 
disarmament  and  arms  control  are  presented  below: 


On  missiles  and  new  weapons: 

"All  U.S.  armed  Forces  will  deploy  new  missile  systems. 
In  fact,  the  Pentagon  is  continually  coming  up  with  new 
and  more  powerful  weapons  systems.  The  USAF  will  deploy 
48  B-1B  bombers  in  the  next  few  years;  the  navy  will 
increase  its  fleet  to  600  ships.  Reagan's  talk  about 
peace  and  disarmament  is  propaganda." 

"The  Pentagon  is  accelerating  the  development  of  new 
weapons .  The  U.S.  is  testing  a  new  missile,  that  does 
not  have  a  nuclear  warhead,  but  could  destroy  enemy 
ICBMs." 

"The  U.S.  conducts  more  underground  nuclear  tests  in 
Nevada." 

"Reagan's  policy  is  dangerous  to  the  world.  Deployment 
of  the  MX  would  violate  SALT  1  and  SALT  2.  The  U.S. 
magazine,  Foreign  Affairs,  criticizes  U.S.  military 
build-up  and  the  administration's  failure  to  make  any 
progress  on  disarmament." 

"The  White  House  decides  to  prolong  the  authority  of  the 
Committee  on  Strategic  Forces  for  one  more  month.  The 
committee  supports  the  deployment  of  MX  missile.  The 
coranittee  is  investigating  the  possibility  of  deploying 
the  new  ICBM." 


"Reagan  continues  to  lobby  for  MX  and  B-l  bomber  pro¬ 
grams  . " 

"As  far  as  nuclear  war  is  concerned,  the  Pentagon  con¬ 
tinues  to  develop  new  nuclear  strategy  and  weapons  sys¬ 
tems." 

"The  Pentagon  is  expanding  the  Trident  program.  The 
Reagan  administration  is  continuing  its  rapid  military 
build-up  of  strategic  nuclear  weapons.  In  the  next  ten 
years,  the  U.S.  Navy  will  obtain  20  Trident  submarines 
with  24  Trident  2  SLBMs  each.  Each  missile  can  carry 
10-15  warheads." 

"The  United  States  tests  a  new  cruise  missiles  in 
Nevada." 


On  the  Pentagon's  military  budget: 

"Weinberger  presents  the  military  budget  to  the 
Congress.  In  this  report,  Reagan  wants  to  spend  three 
trillion  dollars  on  the  military  build-up  over  the  next 
4-5  years.  The  justification  for  such  a  tremendous 
budget  is  based  on  the  mythical  threat  from  the  East. 
The  major  focus  of  the  military  program  is  the  moderni¬ 
zation  of  nuclear  strike  forces." 

"Rockwell  International  received  a  contract  to  manu¬ 
facture  seven  B-l  bombers  for  the  USAF.  It  will  cost  30 
billion  dollars  for  ten  B-ls.  In  a  214  million  dollar 
project,  Boeing  will  manufacture  the  electronics  for  the 
B-l  bomber." 

"Reagan  insists  that  the  Pentagon's  annual  military 
budget  continue  to  grow." 

"Reagan  asks  Congress  for  963  million  dollars  in  1984 
for  a  variety  of  chemical  weapons." 


The  Soviet  media  increased  acutely  the  amount  of  coverage  allocated  to  the 
topic  of  arms  reduction  and  control  —  in  February  over  33  percent  of  the 
space  devoted  to  the  arms  race  concerned  arms  reduction  and  control.  Moscow 
underscored  the  following  propaganda  topics: 

•  The  US  and  NATO  are  spreading  false  information  that  they  support  the 
Geneva  talks. 
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•  In  spite  of  U.S.  rhetoric  about  supporting  disarmament,  all  actions 
indicate  the  opposite. 

•  The  New  York  Times  criticizes  Reagan's  zero  option. 

•  The  Pentagon  continues  to  support  policy  of  military  build-up  and  the 
arms  race. 


Selected  abstracts  of  feature  stories  and  news  items  that  reflect  the  overall 
tone,  focus  and  scope  of  Soviet  propaganda  pertaining  to  arms  reduction  and 
control  are  presented  below: 

"Reagan  is  talking  about  disarmament  and  arms  control 
only  to  appease  the  public  and  draw  attention  away  from 
the  Pentagon  plans  to  deploy  new  missiles  to  Europe.  In 
addition,  the  U.S.  and  Canada  have  agreed  to  test  new 
U.S.  missiles." 

"Over  51  percent  of  U.S.  citizens  support  disarmament. 

The  U.S.  has  consistently  delayed  progress  at  the  dis¬ 
armament  talks  in  Geneva.  The  U.S.  zero  option  is 
totally  unacceptable  to  the  USSR,  as  it  decreases  the 
number  of  Soviet  missiles  and  increases  the  number  of 
U.S.  missiles.  How  can  you  have  disarmament  when 
Washington  continues  to  expand  its  military  presence  all 
over  the  world— in  the  Mideast,  Far  East,  South  Africa 
and  Central  America." 

"The  U.S.  is  obstructing  the  Geneva  talks.  Newspapers 
worldwide  praise  the  Soviet  Union's  dedication  to  peace 
and  nuclear  disarmament.  Reagan's  zero  option  is  unfair 
and  unrealistic.  The  Soviet  suggestions  are  the  best  by 
far." 

"The  U.S.  continues  to  support  the  arms  race. 

Washington  wants  the  USSR  to  reduce  and  disarm  its  ICBMs 
and  ballistic  missiles.  U.S.  position  favors  a  zero 
option — the  complete  disarming  of  Soviet  missiles,  while 
the  Pentagon  increase  its  forces.  This  is  totally  un¬ 
acceptable  to  the  USSR.  Pentagon  increases  the  number 
of  its  missiles  and  paradoxically  claims  it  supports 
disarmament." 
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"The  zero  option  plan  is  unfair  to  the  USSR;  it  does  not 
count  the  French  and  English  missiles." 

"The  zero  option  is  not  realistic.  In  any  disarmament 
agreement,  British  and  French  missiles  must  be  included 
in  the  count.  The  U.S.  will  continue  to  support  its 
position  regarding  deployment  of  new  medium  range  mis¬ 
siles  in  Europe.  The  Pentagon  continues  to  increase  its 
nuclear  weapons  stock  pile  and  military  presence  in 
Europe  and  Mideast." 

"The  USSR  has  consistently  and  persistently  supported 
nuclear  disarmament,  but  the  U.S.  refuses  to  get  serious 
at  the  Geneva  talks.  In  fact,  Washington  continues  to 
build  arms  and  carry  on  as  if  nuclear  war  is  survivable 
and  no  threat  to  the  world." 


FOREIGN  MILITARY  ASSISTANCE  AMD  MUTUAL  SECURITY 

In  February  1983,  Soviet  propagandists  decreased  the  amount  of  emphasis  on 
United  States  Military  assistance  and  mutual  security  subjects  and  programs  by 
approximately  five  percent  (see  Table  3),  as  compared  to  the  previous  month. 
The  geographical/country  emphasis  given  to  this  topic  by  Moscow  for  the  period 
July  1982  through  February  1983  is  reflected  in  the  data  contained  in  Table  5, 
below. 


Table  5 


i 
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Country  or  Area  Given 
Military  Assistance 
or  Mutual  Security 

Feb 

1983* 

Jan 

1983* 

1.  Asia/Pacific  . 

..  41% 

20% 

2.  Latin  America  . 

..  23% 

13% 

3.  Middle  East  . 

..  17% 

28% 

4.  Europe/NATO  . 

14% 

29% 

5.  China  . 

.  05% 

00% 

100% 

100% 

Dec 

Nov 

Oct 

Sep 

Aug 

Jul 

1982* 

1982* 

1982* 

1982* 

1982* 

1982* 

25% 

57% 

20% 

48% 

12% 

05% 

17% 

01% 

03% 

17% 

02% 

45% 

12% 

11% 

67% 

29% 

81% 

25% 

14% 

18% 

10% 

06% 

02% 

00% 

00% 

00% 

00% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

(♦Percent  is  total  coverage  of  space  for  theme.) 


It  should  be  noted  that  China  received  five  percent  of  the  total  amount  of 
space  allocated  to  this  topic.  For  the  most  part,  the  China  content  reflects 
the  visit  of  Secretary  of  State  Schultz  to  Beijing.  In  several  articles,  the 
Soviets  reported  that: 

•  Schultz's  visit  indicates  that  U.S. -Chinese  relations  are  improving, 
e  Disagreement  about  Taiwan  continues  to  be  a  major  problem. 

•  China  supports  U.S.  policy  in  many  areas,  but  disagrees  with  American 
foreign  policy  in  regard  to  Israel  and  Namibia. 


The  major  emphasis  and  focus  given  by  the  Kremlin  to  American  mutual  security 
and  military  foreign  assistance  programs  are  usually  based  on  selected  U.S. 
foreign  policy  issues  and/or  international  events.  In  February,  Russian 
propaganda  highlighted: 

•  The  U.S.  is  increasing  its  military  commitment  and  involvement  in  El 
Salvador. 

•  The  U.S.  and  NATO  are  helping  Somalia  in  its  militaristic  ambitions. 

•  The  Pentagon  is  increasing  its  military  aid  programs  to  foreign 
governments  all  over  the  world. 

•  Washington  continues  to  demand  that  Japan  increase  its  military  forces 
and  assume  a  larger  military  role  in  the  Pacific. 

Again,  U.S.  military  assistance  and  security  relations  with  Japan  were  the 
focus  of  Soviet  attention.  Selected  abstracts  of  feature  stories  and  news 
items  that  reflect  the  tone,  focus  and  scope  of  Soviet  propaganda  pertaining 
to  military  assistance  and  mutual  security  subjects  about  Japan  are  presented 
below: 


"Secretary  of  State  Schultz  visits  Tokyo  to  discuss 
deployment  of  nuclear  weapons  (on  U.S.  submarines)  to 
Japan.  The  U.S.  is  preparing  Misawa  Air  Base  for  F-16s 
which  can  carry  nuclear  weapons." 

"Japan  is  purchasing  more  E-2C  aircraft  from  the 
Pentagon." 

"Japan  will  purchase  six  AWACS  aircraft  from  Pentagon." 

"The  Japanese  government  and  military  leaders  develop 
secret  military  plans  with  the  U.S.  and  U.S.  allies. " 
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"Japanese  scientists  strongly  disapprove  of  the  increas¬ 
ing  level  of  United  States  military  activities  in 
Japan." 

"The  Japanese  government  officially  permits  U.S.  Navy 
ships  carrying  nuclear  weapons  to  use  Japanese  port 
facilities ." 

"The  United  States  and  Japan  continue  to  strengthen 
their  military  alliance.  The  Japanese  Prime  Minister 
Nakasone  stated  that  Tokyo  fully  supports  U.S.  military 
policy  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  area." 

"Japan  and  the  U.S.  continue  to  strengthen  military 
ties.  Japan,  under  U.S.  direction,  is  constructing 
nuclear  sites  on  Misawa  Air  Base.  This  activity  is 
contrary  to  the  Japanese  constitution." 

"The  Japanese  Prime  Minister  Nakasone  insists  that  Japan 
will  increase  its  military  forces  in  order  to  support 
Washington's  military  policies  in  the  Pacific." 

"The  Pentagon  intends  to  turn  the  Port  of  Sasebo,  Japan 
into  an  important  strategic  naval  complex  in  the  Sea  of 
Japan." 

"The  Japanese  public  is  disturbed  by  the  demand  of  the 
Pentagon  that  Japan  increase  its  military  forces." 

In  regard  to  U.S.  military  assistance  and  mutual  security  topics  about  Central 
America,  Russian  propaganda  headlined: 

•  Washington  costs  a  shadow  over  Central  America — Reagan  continues  to 
support  bloody  dictatorships. 

•  U.S.  strengthens  military  alliance  with  Honduras  in  order  to  undermine 
the  government  in  Nicaragua. 

•  Joint  U.S. -Honduras  military  maneuvers  increase  tension. 

•  U.S.  military  aid  and  support  encourage  dictatorships  and  the  killing 
of  innocent  people  in  El  Salvador  and  Guatemala. 

•  Reagan  continues  to  arm  the  bloody  Salvadoran  dictatorship. 

•  Washington  continues  to  send  military  aid  to  the  bloody  Salvadoran 
government.  In  the  past  week  alone,  almost  three  hundred  innocent 
people  disappeared  or  were  killed  by  security  forces. 


Additional  abstracts  of  articles  from  Red  Star  that  reflect  the  overall  tone 
and  focus  of  Soviet  propaganda  pertaining  to  U.S.  military  assistance  and 
mutual  security  topics  are  presented  belov: 


"The  Pentagon  will  use  military  bases  in  Sicily  for 
Rapid  Deployment  Forces.  The  Pentagon  is  increasing 
U.S.  military  presence  and  activities  in  Italy. 

Italian  Defense  Minister  Lagorio  aids  U.S. -NATO  strate¬ 
gy-" 

"The  Phillipine  defense  minister  visits  Washington  to 
obtain  more  military  aid." 

"Admiral  Trost  visits  the  Phillipines  to  discuss  new 

U.S.  military  treaty." 

"India  is  disturbed  by  massive  U.S.  military  assistance 
to  Pakistan — U.S.  military  assistance  increases  tension 
in  the  entire  area." 

"The  U.S.  supplied  F-16  aircraft  have  arrived  in 
Pakistan." 

"Portugal  and  the  U.S.  cannot  agree  on  continued  U.S. 

military  bases  in  the  Azores .  Both  sides  have  serious 

disagreements." 

"In  1984,  Washington  will  spend  9.2  billion  dollars  on 
military  aid  to  foreign  governments.  Israel  will 

receive  2.5  billion  dollars,  Egypt  2  billion  dollars. 
Other  receipients  of  aid  include  the  NATO  countries  and 
Pakistan." 

"The  Pentagon  sells  15  F-4s  to  England." 

"The  Pentagon  sells  66  F-104s  to  Taiwan." 

"Belguim  will  buy  44  F-16s  from  the  Pentagon." 

"The  Pentagon  sells  two  ships  to  Saudi  Arabia." 

"The  Pentagon  would  like  to  turn  Portugal  into  a  giant 
military  base  for  Rapid  Deployment  Forces.  The  U.S. 
wants  to  rebuild  bases  in  Azores  for  Rapid  Deployment 
Forces." 

"The  Pentagon  increases  military  activities  with  South 
Africa." 


"The  U.S.  feverishly  modernizes  the  Mobasa  Port  in  Kenya 
to  accomodate  large  U.S.  Navy  ships." 
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"Washington  plans  to  increase  the  number  of  military 
personnel  in  Lebanon  to  over  10,000  men.  In  fact,  U.S. 
Marines  and  Israelis  have  conducted  joint  military 
training  in  Lebanon.  The  U.S. -Israeli  alliance  threat¬ 
ens  Lebanese  independence." 


K‘--. 
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OTHER  THEMES 

Generally,  the  Soviet  press  tends  to  report  only  those  events  and  activities 
about  the  United  States  that  reflect  tragic  or  bad  news,  or  are  inflammatory 
in  tone  toward  the  government  and  its  institutions.  During  the  past  17 
months,  an  average  of  seven  percent  of  the  space  in  Red  Star  about  the  U.S. 
was  allocated  to  "other  themes";  in  January,  it  was  three  percent. 

The  major  thrust  of  Soviet  propaganda  emphasized  the  following  topics: 

•  How  to  steal  a  billion  dollars?  Tax  avoidance  has  become  a  fine  art 
for  corporations  and  congressmen  who  are  willing  to  hire  tax  experts. 

•  Although  the  U.S.  government  loses  millions  due  to  clever  tax  tricks, 
Washington  regains  this  money  from  the  poor,  old  and  middle  class  tax 
payers . 

•  Americans  pay  millions  for  medication  which  is  useless. 

•  Large  U.S.  chemical  companies  dump  chemical  wastes  (non-prescription 
drugs)  and  endanger  the  lives  of  the  working  people. 

•  A  bomb  explodes  near  the  Aeroflot  office  in  Washington  D.C.  The  anti- 
Soviet  terrorists  have  not  been  caught. 

•  A  U.S.  Air  Force  B-52  crashes  near  Sacramento,  California. 

•  A  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  postpones  voting  on  the  confir¬ 
mation  of  Edelman  for  director  of  Agency  on  Atfms  Control  and  Disarma¬ 
ment.  Edelman  opposes  arms  control,  and  brings  little  experience  to 
the  job. 


AFGHANISTAN 

The  amount  of  space  allocated  by  Moscow  to  the  Soviet  sponsored  government  in 
Kabul  increased  significantly  in  February  1983  (see  Table  1),  part  of  this 
increase  was  due  to  the  friendship  visit  of  the  Afghanistan  Defense  Minister 
to  Moscow.  The  main  thrust  of  Soviet  propaganda  emphasized  that: 

e  Western  countries  continue  to  encourage  and  support  Afghanistan 
counterrevolutionaries . 
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•  The  Reagan  administration  plans  to  increase  its  military  intervention 
in  Afghanistan. 

•  The  government  in  Afghanistan  is  independent  and  in  control  of  the 
situation. 

•  The  Afghanistan  people  appreciate  the  generous  aid  being  provided  by 
the  Soviet  government. 

The  following  Red  Star  headlines  and  abstracts  reveal  the  overall  focus  of 
Russian  propaganda  related  to  the  situation  and  events  in  Afghanistan. 

•  Atrocities  against  Soviet  soldiers.  Afghanistan  counterrevolutionary 
bands  continue  to  commit  vicious  acts  and  atrocities  against  the 
people  and  Soviet  troops.  Disfigurement  and  dismemberment  by  the 
bandits  are  common.  In  addition,  they  have  killed  many  innocent 
people  and  have  destroyed  much  property— including  schools,  hospitals 
and  factories.  Recently,  a  band  of  counterrevolutionaries  burned  an 
entire  village — many  innocent  people  died  in  the  fire. 

•  United  States  and  allies  support  atrocities  committed  by  counter¬ 
revolutionary  bands— they  continue  to  pour  arms  and  money  into  the 
struggle  against  the  legitimate  government  in  Kabul. 

•  The  U.S.  must  stop  it's  aggressive  policy  against  Afghanistan.  The 
president  of  Afghanistan  emphasizes  that  Washington  must  stop  its  sup¬ 
port  of  counterrevolutionaries.  The  CIA  is  arming  and  training  rebels 
in  Pakistan. 

•  Military  intervention  increases.  The  United  States  is  increasing 
military  aid  and  training  of  counterrevolutionaries. 

•  The  Afghanistan  government  denounces  Pakistan  for  helping  to  arm, 
train  and  shelter  counterrevolutionaries. 

•  The  Chairman  of  the  National  People's  Party  of  Pakistan  criticizes  the 
United  States  for  using  Pakistan  territory  to  arm  and  train  counter¬ 
revolutionaries  . 

•  Friends  and  enemies  of  Afghanistan.  The  economic  recovery  of 
Afghanistan  would  be  much  better  if  the  counterrevolutionaries  and 
their  supporters  would  not  interfere  with  such  programs.  Reagan  sup¬ 
plies  counterrevolutionaries  with  millions  of  dollars  in  weapons  and 
supplies.  Thanks  to  Soviet  aid,  stability  may  soon  return  to  the 
region. 

•  The  Communist  Party  organization  in  the  Afghanistan  Army  is  growing  in 
numbers  and  influence — this  will  help  to  increase  stability  and  effi¬ 
ciency  in  the  army. 


•  Afghanistan  Army  units  conduct  several  successful  operations  against 
counterrevolutionaries  in  the  Province  of  Nangarkhar. 

•  People  want  peace.  The  Afghanistan  people  support  the  April  revolu¬ 
tion  and  are  devoted  to  rebuilding  the  nation.  They  fully  support  the 
government  and  the  party. 

•  Talks  were  warm  and  productive.  The  Afghanistan  Defense  Minister 
meets  and  talks  with  Soviet  Defense  Minister  Ustinov  in  the  Kremlin 
(on  February  5).  They  discussed  subjects  of  mutual  interest. 
Afghanistan's  defense  minister  visits  Soviet  military  installations 
and  units. 

•  Soviet  soldiers  continue  to  help  Afghanistan  people  in  civic  action 
programs . 


WEST  GEBMA1Y 

For  over  three  years,  the  editors  of  Red  Star  have  allocated  an  average  of  2.5 
percent  of  foreign  news  coverage  to  events  and  activities  in  West  Germany — in 
February  it  was  5.5  percent  (see  Table  1).  The  main  thrust  and  scope  of 
Russian  propaganda  underscored  the  following  topics: 

1.  Neo-Nazi  Activities  World  War  II  and 

West  German  militarism  .  542  (total  space  alloca¬ 

ted  to  W.  Germany) 

2.  West  German  domestic  politics .  262 

3.  Psychological  Warfare  .  202 


The  overall  tone  and  focus  of  Soviet  propaganda  pertaining  to  West  Germany  are 
contained  in  the  following  Red  Star  headlines  and  abstracts. 

•  Neo-Nazis  are  becoming  more  active  and  powerful.  Neo-Nazi  groups 
often  assemble  to  honor  World  War  II  battles  and  Nazi  heros. 

•  Neo-Nazis  increase  activities.  Neo-Nazi  groups  have  close  ties  with 
the  Bundeswher.  They  are  increasing  their  activities,  including  ter¬ 
rorist  operations,  and  they  can  obtain  weapons  due  to  their  connec¬ 
tions  with  the  West  German  government. 

•  Neo-Nazi  groups  are  increasing  in  strength.  West  Germany  and  the  West 
have  forgotten  the  lessons  of  World  War  II. 

•  West  German  historians  have  changed  the  history  of  World  War  II. 
German  historians  distort  history  about  the  Battle  of  Stalingrad. 

•  Senselessness  and  tragedy  of  war.  A  World  War  II  account  discusses 
how  the  Russian  winters  caused  suffering  and  defeat  of  the  German 
army. 
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•  Revival  of  militarism.  The  Christian  Social  Union  would  like  to 
revive  a  strong  military  force  in  Germany.  Certain  circles  would  like 
to  revive  the  old  Germany  (i.e.,  pre-1937). 

•  The  slogan  of  the  Christian  Social  Union  is  "we  are  bringing  order  to 
Germany  again." 

•  The  Christian  Social  Union  supports  a  strong  U.S.  military  alliance  and 
the  deployment  of  Pershing  II  missiles  to  Europe.  The  CSU  would  like 
to  see  the  Geneva  disarmament  talks  fail. 

•  The  conservative  right  of  the  CSU  maintains  a  strong  position  in 
regard  to  the  Soviet  threat.  They  favor  the  deployment  of  new  nuclear 
missiles  to  Europe. 

•  Minister  of  Internal  Affairs,  F.  Zimmerman,  discusses  the  slanderous 
"facts"  about  alleged  atrocities  committed  by  Soviet  soldiers  against 
the  German  people. 

•  Poland  hopes  that  West  Germany  will  not  break  any  German-Polish 
treaties.  The  Polish  government  officially  protests  statements  made 
by  the  German  government  about  (false)  claims  to  Polish  territory. 


ISRAEL  AHD  LEBANON 

During  the  past  seven  months,  Soviet  propagandists  have  fully  exploited  events 
dealing  with  the  Israeli  invasion  and  occupation  of  Lebanon.  In  February 
1983,  the  editors  of  Red  Star  increased  their  coverage  of  Israeli  activities 
and  actions  in  Lebanon  (see  Table  1).  Soviet  rhetoric  underscored  and  head¬ 
lined  the  following  topics: 

e  Israeli  troops  fire  on  Syrians  in  Bekaa  Valley. 

•  Israeli  army  prepares  for  further  aggression. 

•  Israelis  conduct  punitive  operations  against  Lebanese  patriots, 
e  Israeli  forces  harass  and  oppress  Lebanese  people. 
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An  analysis  of  the  amount  of  Red  Star  space  devoted  to  Israel  and  Lebanon,  by 
general  topic,  revealed  the  following: 


Topic 


1.  Military  actions  and  build-up  . 

2.  Israeli  harassment,  repression,  terror 

3.  United  States  military/political  aid.. 

4.  Withdrawal  talks  . . . 


Amount  of 

Space* 

February 

January 

792 

402 

142 

292 

072 

082 

002 

232 

2 

♦Represents  percent  of  space  (CM  )  in  Red  Star  for  Israel/Lebanon  as  theme 
and/or  other  country. 


Abstracts  and/or  headlines  of  Russian  propaganda  articles  indicating  the  over¬ 
all  focus  and  tone  of  Soviet  propaganda  strategy  pertaining  to  Israel  are 
listed  below: 

•  Israel  is  preparing  for  new  aggression — plans  to  attack  Syria. 
Israeli  forces  are  reinforcing  their  military  positions  in  Lebanon. 
In  fact,  it  looks  like  Israel  plans  to  attack  Syria;  this  will  be 
another  threat  to  the  entire  Middle  East. 

•  Again  on  the  verge  of  war.  The  new  Israeli  Defense  Minister, 
M.  Arens,  is  a  hawk.  He  will  continue  Sharon's  policies,  and  oppose 
withdrawal  of  Israel  from  Lebanon.  In  fact,  Israel  continues  to  re¬ 
inforce  its  military  positions  in  Lebanon  in  the  Bekaa  Valley.  Many 
believe  that  Israel  is  preparing  for  new  aggression. 

•  The  Syrians  prepare  to  defend  their  country  from  Israeli  attack. 

•  Syria  strengthens  its  air  defenses.  Israel  is  threatening  Syria  by 
reinforcing  its  military  positions  in  Bekaa. 

•  Tension  remains  in  Lebanon.  Lebanese  patriots  are  increasing  their 

anti-Israeli  actions;  guerrilla  war  is  possible. 

•  Lebanese  patriots  continue  to  attack  Israeli  troops  in  South  Lebanon. 

•  Israeli  troops  continue  to  cause  tension  in  Lebanon  and  harass  the 
local  population. 

e  Israeli  troops  continue  to  terrorise  Lebanese  population  with  needless 
arrests,  searches  and  interrogations. 

e  The  U.S.  supports  Israel's  position  on  the  occupation  of  South 
Lebanon. 


•  American- Israeli  alliance  threatens  Lebanese  independence.  The 
Pentagon  plans  to  increase  its  military  forces  in  Lebanon  to  10,000 
men. 

•  Israeli  military  colonization  of  Jordan's  West  Bank — Israeli  occu¬ 
pation  continues  with  no  sign  of  ending. 


JAPAN 

For  over  three  years  the  editors  of  Red  Star  have  allocated  an  average  of  two 
percent  of  their  coverage  of  foreign  news  to  Japan  -  in  February  it  was  3.7 
percent  (see  Table  1).  The  main  thrust  and  scope  of  Russian  propaganda  topics 
underscored  the  following: 

Topic  Feb  *83  Jan  *83  Dec  *82 


1.  Japanese  militarism  and 


imperialism  . 

.  38Z 

66Z 

11Z 

2.  U.S.  military  assistance  . 

.  38Z 

18Z 

55Z 

3.  Combined  (U.S. -Japanese)  military 
cooperation/ training  . 

.  24Z 

11Z 

34Z 

4.  Other.... . 

.  OOZ 

05Z 

OOZ 

100Z 

100Z 

100Z 

The  overall  tone  and  focus  of  Russian  propaganda  pertaining  to  Japan  are  con¬ 
tained  in  the  following  headlines  and  abstracts: 

"Japanese  Navy  plans  to  block  international  waters.  In 
case  of  crisis  in  the  Far  East,  the  Japanese  Navy  will 
cooperate  with  the  U.S.  strategy  to  block  international 
waters  in  Asia." 

"Japan  wants  the  Kuril  Islands.  Japan  celebrates  a  Day 
of  Northern  Territory,  which  means  that  Japan  still  has 
its  greedy  eyes  on  the  Kuril  Islands  which  belong  to  the 
USSR." 

"Japan  intensifies  its  anti-Soviet  campaign.  Militarism 
is  on  the  increase  since  Nakasone  became  prime  minister. 

The  Japanese  military  budget  and  aggressive  programs 
have  expanded  rapidly.  American-Jspanese  military  co¬ 
operation  and  activities  have  increased.  In  fact,  Japan 
has  become  the  U.S.  gendarme  in  the  region  against  the 
Soviet  Union.  But,  the  USSR  has  always  wanted  and  still 
wants  normal  relations  with  Japan." 
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"Japan  wants  return  of  Kuril  Islands.  Extreme  right 
circlea  in  Japan  claim  other  soverign  territories.  Day 
of  North  Territory  is  an  imperialistic  event.  The 
Japanese  government  unofficially  supports  such  events  by 
emphasizing  the  Soviet  threat." 

"The  Japanese  military  budget  will  be  increased  annually 
by  6.7  percent." 

"Tokyo  and  Washington  continue  to  strengthen  military 
relations.  Japan  under  U.S.  direction  is  increasing  the 
size  and  scope  of  activities  of  its  self-defense  forces. 
This  goes  against  the  Japanese  constitution." 

"The  Japanese  prime  minister  insists  that  the  government 
increase  its  military  forces  in  order  to  support  U.S. 
imperialism  in  Asia." 

"The  Pentagon  continues  to  expand  the  facilities  at  the 
USAF  Base  in  Miaawa,  Japan  in  preparation  for  F-16s  and 
nuclear  weapons." 


For  over  three  years,  the  editors  of  Red  Star  have  allocated  to  China  over 
three  percent  of  its  total  foreign  coverage — in  February  it  was  less  than  one 
percent.  In  February,  the  six  articles  pertaining  to  China  reported  that: 

•  Chinese  military  leaders  visit  Thailand.  China  has  been  using  Thai 
territory  to  establish  camps  for  Pol  Pot  bands  that  conduct  raids  on 
Kampuchean  villages.  China  encourages  tension  in  the  region. 

•  Laos  criticizes  Chinese  aggression  in  border  region.  Chinese  military 
have  frequently  opened  fire  on  Laotians.  Laos  prefers  peaceful  rela¬ 
tions  with  China. 

•  Vietnam  denies  Chinese  claims  that  its  military  forces  shelled  Chinese 
border  areas. 

•  No  progress  is  made  in  Chinese-lndian  negotiations  on  border  issues. 

•  U.S.  Secretary  of  State  Schultz  arrives  in  Beijing  for  talks.  China 
indicates  that  US-Chinese  relations  are  improving. 


Red  Star's  coverage  of  events  and  activities  in  Poland  increased  somewhat  in 
February  1983 — it  was  2.43  percent  of  the  total  foreign  coverage  (see  Table 


1). 
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The  principal  focus  of  Soviet  propaganda  stressed  the  following  topics: 

•  Anti-socialist  groups  in  Poland  maintained  close  contacts  with  the 
United  States.  Many  were  spies  for  the  CIA. 

•  Washington  hires  former  spies.  A  Polish  writer  (Naider)  who  was  a  spy 
for  the  U.S.  is  now  director  of  the  Polish  Department  of  Radio  Free 
Europe.  Many  other  former  spies  have  been  helped  by  the  U.S. 

•  Polish  police  arrest  ten  members  of  the  underground. 

•  Polish  Defense  Ministry  hosts  a  party  conference  to  discuss  unity, 
nationalism  and  party  activities  and  influence  on  the  Polish  armed 
forces . 

•  Western  radio  stations  increase  number  of  propaganda  broadcasts  sup¬ 
porting  Solidarity  and  strikes  in  Poland. 

•  Solidarity  members  are  sent  to  prison  by  military  tribunal. 


Sourth  Africa  continues  to  receive  moderate  coverage  in  the  Soviet  Press.  In 
February,  the  Kremlin  underscored  the  following  topics: 

•  The  Pentagon  continues  and  increases  its  military  activities  in  South 
Africa. 

•  Racist  South  Africa  regularly  flys  over  Mozambique  to  gather  intelli¬ 
gence  and  supply  guerrillas  with  weapons.  South  Africa  also  trains 
guerrillas  in  secret  military  bases. 

•  A  military  tribunal  in  Mozambique  find  members  of  South  African 

National  Opposition  Movement  guilty.  Many  are  foreigners.  They 

receive  prison  terms,  and  five  insurgents  are  shot. 

•  NATO  and  the  U.S.  aid  South  Africa  in  conducting  guerrilla  (diver- 
sionist)  activities  against  nearby  countries. 

The  principal  focus  of  Soviet  propaganda  in  regard  to  events  and  activities  in 
Pakistan  stressed  the  following  topics:  (1)  Pakistan  continues  to  feverishly 
build-up  its  armed  forces — obtaining  missiles  from  the  U.S.,  Sweden  and 
France;  (2)  India  is  disturbed  by  the  massive  U.S.  military  aid  to  Pakistan — 
this  causes  increased  tension  in  the  area;  (3)  Pakistan  is  increasing  military 
activities  near  the  Indian  border,  and  (4)  the  first  group  of  F-16s  are 
deployed  on  air  bases  close  to  India — New  Delhi  is  worried. 


In  regard  to  events  in  Central  America,  the  Kremlin  highlighted  the  following 
topics: 

El  Salvador 

•  In  the  past  week  alone,  285  were  killed  in  El  Salvador.  Many  were 
killed  by  security  forces. 

•  Reagan  continues  to  arm  the  bloody  Salvadoran  dictatorship. 

•  U.S.  government  is  increasing  its  military  commitment  and  involvement 
in  El  Salvador. 

•  Evil  intentions.  Reagan  continues  military  intervention  in  El 
Salvador,  will  not  allow  revolution  to  succeed.  U.S.  is  strengthening 
its  military  bases  in  the  region  in  order  to  prevent  revolutions. 

•  The  Salvadoran  revolutionaries  continue  courageous  battle  against 
bloody  dictatorship.  Fierce  fighting  occurs  in  Department  of 
Usulutan. 

•  The  Salvadoran  revolutionaries  continue  successful  operations  against 
government  forces. 

Honduras 

•  Joint  US-Honduras  maneuvers  near  Nicaragua  are  a  threat  to  that 
government;  over  6,000  troops  participate  in  provocative  exercises. 

•  Maneuvers  are  part  of  the  U.S.  preparations  to  attack  Nicaragua.  They 
have  heightened  tension  in  the  region.  These  are  the  largest  U.S. 
military  maneuvers  ever  held  in  that  region. 

Guatemala 

•  Guatemalan  planes  and  helicopters  violate  Mexican  air  space  to  bond) 
camps  of  Guatemalan  refugees.  Mexico  protests,  and  claims  that  U.S. 
support  of  Guatemala  is  the  heart  of  the  problem. 

Nicaragua 

•  Nonaligned  countries  hold  conference  in  Managua.  They  express  soli¬ 
darity  with  Nicaragua  and  criticize  the  U.S.  military  intervention  in 
the  region. 


•  Washington  is  responsible  for  tension  in  the  area 


•  Nicaragua  will  defend  itself.  Big  Pine  maneuvers  are  a  threat  to 
Nicaragua. 

•  CIA-trained  counterrevolutionary  bands  clash  with  Nicaraguan  forces  in 
border  regions.  Nicaraguan  forces  seize  weapons  and  kill  many  of  the 
counterrevolutionaries . 


PANT  II  -  COVERAGE  OF  SOVIET  DOMESTIC  ISSUES  AMD  MILITARY  TOPICS 


GENERAL 

Of  the  total  space  in  Red  Star  for  February  1983,  73  percent  was  allocated  to 
issues  and  comment  in  regard  to  domestic,  military,  political,  economic  and 
social  topics  in  the  USSR.  News  and  feature  stories  about  the  Soviet  military 
represented  (a  very  high)  74  percent  of  the  total  domestic  coverage.  A 
statistical  view  of  major  subjects  about  the  Soviet  Union  as  they  appeared  in 
Red  Star  during  the  past  14  months  is  shown  in  Table  6,  below.  (Percent  is 
total  of  Soviet  domestic  coverage.) 

Table  6 

1983  1982 


SUBJECT/THEME 

FEB 

JAN 

DEC 

NOV 

OCT 

SEP 

AUG 

JUL 

JUN 

MAY 

APR 

MAR 

FEB 

JAN 

Soviet  Military  . 

742 

652 

542 

452 

622 

572 

672 

622 

572 

502 

632 

542 

652 

642 

Domestic  Politics  ... 

022 

052 

182 

272 

102 

032 

032 

052 

132 

162 

092 

042 

062 

042 

Economy/Technology  . . 

062 

102 

092 

092 

062 

112 

082 

102 

052 

152 

062 

152 

062 

072 

Society/Culture  . 

102 

132 

122 

082 

082 

122 

092 

102 

102 

102 

092 

142 

112 

142 

Foreign  Affairs  . 

032 

022 

022 

062 

092 

092 

052 

072 

092 

042 

052 

072 

032 

022 

Other  . 

052 

052 

052 

052 

082 

082 

062 

062 

052 

082 

062 

092 

092 

092 

1002 

1002 

1002 

1002 

1002 

1002 

1002 

1002 

1002 

1002 

1002 

1002 

1002 

1002 

Activities  of  Soviet  military  forces  in  Afghanistan  is  a  subject  treated 
cautiously  by  Soviet  editors.  However,  in  February,  a  series  of  feature 
articles  reported  the  following  in  regard  to  Soviet  military  activities  and/or 
events  in  Afghanistan: 

•  Many  challenges  and  problems  arise  for  Soviet  soldiers  in  Afghanistan 
—  quite  a  few  (soldiers)  meet  the  challenges  successfully. 


•  Atrocities  against  Soviet  soldiers  in  Afghanistan  have  been  reported 


•  Several  officers  have  been  awarded  medals  for  military  service  in 
Afghanistan. 

•  The  Order  of  Red  Star  is  awarded  to  an  officer  who  excelled  in  mili¬ 
tary  service  in  Afghanistan. 

•  Several  Soviet  solders  assist  the  Afghanistan  Army  in  snow  removal  and 
road  maintenance. 

A  communist  propaganda  slogan  highlighted  in  February  exhorted  that  the  "USSR 
officially  supports  peace,  but  will  always  defend  itself!"  The  editors  of  Red 
Star  repeatedly  underscored  that  the  Soviet  Army  and  Navy  face  its  greatest 
challenge,  and  the  military  "must  improve  military  readiness  so  they  can  meet 
the  (US-NATO)  threat  from  the  outside." 

Again  in  February,  the  Soviet  press  and  media  emphasized  that  the  "USSR  and 
its  allies  continue  to  support  peace  and  nuclear  disarmament."  A  selected 
list  of  headlines  and  abstracts  from  Red  Star  relating  to  the  Soviet  view  of 
arms  control  and  reduction  are  listed  below: 

"Won-aligned  countries  and  many  anti-war  movements  sup¬ 
port  peace  and  disarmament.  This  has  put  the  U.S.  and 
NATO  in  a  very  difficult  position.  They  must  negotiate 
or  lose  credibility  in  Europe.  USSR  supports  a  step-by- 
step  disarmament  program  which  would  include  an  end  to 
developing  new  nuclear  systems,  and  an  end  to  producing 
materials  for  such  weapons.  The  Soviet  Union  wants  to 
decrease  the  number  of  nuclear  weapons  and  completely 
eliminate  all  nuclear  weapons." 

"The  Nuclear  Freeze  is  supported  by  the  majority  of 
members  of  the  United  Nations." 

"The  USSR  has  consistently  and  persistently  supported 
nuclear  disarmament,  but  the  U.S.  refuses  to  get  serious 
at  the  Geneva  talks.  In  fact,  Washington  continues  to 
increase  its  military  power  and  to  act  as  if  nuclear  war 
is  survivable  and  no  threat  to  the  world." 

"The  USSR  wants  to  avert  threat  of  nuclear  war,  and  is 
concerned  about  the  fate  of  the  world.  The  USSR  sup¬ 
ports  nuclear  disarmament.  The  Soviet  delegation  in 
Geneva  supports  ending  of  all  nuclear  tests." 

"The  world  press  praise  the  Soviet  initiatives  support¬ 
ing  peace  and  nuclear  disarmament." 

"New  Soviet  initiative  at  Vienna  talks.  Both  NATO  and 
Warsaw  Pact  countries  should  reduce  number  of  troops  in 
Europe  by  at  least  900,000.  The  USSR  would  withdraw 


20,000  troops  from  East  Germany  and  20,000  from  central 
Europe,  if  the  U.S.  withdrew  13,000  troops." 


The  65th  Anniversary  of  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  USSR  was  celebrated  on 
February  23.  In  several  feature  articles,  Marshall  Ustinov,  the  Soviet 
Defense  Minister,  and  other  military  officials  emphasized  that: 

•  The  Soviet  military  forces  support  peace  and  disarmament. 

•  The  U.S. -NATO  military  build-up  is  a  direct  threat  to  the  Soviet 
Union. 

•  The  heart  of  the  military  policy  of  the  Soviet  Union  is  Leninist 
teaching  about  the  defense  of  Socialism. 

•  The  armed  forces  must  continue  their  good  work  to  improve  military 
readiness,  discipline  and  morale. 


SOVIET  MILITARY  TOPICS 

As  in  previous  months,  news  articles  and  feature  stories  about  Soviet  mili¬ 
tary  discipline  and  morale  received  the  majority  of  space  pertaining  to 
military  subjects  (see  Table  7).  (Percent  is  total  Soviet  military  cover¬ 
age.) 


Table  7 


1983  1982 


MILITARY/ SUBJECT 

FEB 

JAN 

DEC 

NOV 

OCT 

SEP 

AUG 

JUL 

JUN 

MAY 

APR 

MAY 

FEB 

Military 

Discipline/Morale  . 

42Z 

42Z 

48Z 

38Z 

42Z 

44Z 

47Z 

43Z 

44Z 

57Z 

51Z 

55Z 

45Z 

Soviet  Military 
Training/Exercises  .... 

20Z 

28Z 

27Z 

37Z 

21Z 

29Z 

17Z 

31Z 

23Z 

11Z 

23Z 

21Z 

24Z 

Soviet  History/WW  II  .. 

25Z 

18Z 

14Z 

19Z 

24Z 

17Z 

21Z 

16Z 

13Z 

24Z 

14Z 

09Z 

18Z 

Military  Logistics  .... 

04Z 

05Z 

04Z 

03Z 

05Z 

08Z 

11Z 

07Z 

10Z 

03Z 

06Z 

07Z 

06Z 

Arms  Control  . 

05Z 

07Z 

06Z 

02Z 

08Z 

01Z 

02Z 

01Z 

07Z 

03Z 

05Z 

06Z 

05Z 

Other  Military  . 

04Z 

100Z 

100Z 

01Z 

100Z 

01Z 

100Z 

00Z 

100Z 

01Z 

100Z 

02Z 

100Z 

02Z 

100Z 

03Z 

100Z 

02Z 

100Z 

01Z 

100Z 

02Z 

100Z 

02Z 

100Z 

The  Soviet  military  political  indoctrination  mechanism  (the  political  cadre) 
uses  Red  Star  as  the  authority  for  daily  lectures  and  indoctrination.  Nega¬ 
tive  articles  are  frequently  used  as  examples  of  "how  not  to  perform."  Gen¬ 
erally,  these  negative  articles  contain  an  educational  message  for  the  aud¬ 
ience  -  the  correct  and  proper  way  for  a  good  communist  to  perform. 

In  February  1983,  six  percent  of  Red  Star's  space  allocated  to  all  Soviet 
military  topics  and  subjects  were  critical  and/or  negative  in  tone  in  regard 
to  individual  and/or  unit  performance.  Over  12  percent  of  the  total  space  (in 
Red  Star)  about  Soviet  military  discipline  and  morale  was  critical  in  tone. 

Potential  psychological  vulnerabilities  within  the  Soviet  military  are  evident 


from  the  consistent  scope  of  topics  and  comment  (in  Red  Star)  critical  in  tone 
about  selected  Soviet  military  actions  and  activities  of  individuals,  units 
and  the  bureaucracy.  As  in  previous  months,  articles  critical  in  tone  con¬ 
tinued  to  emphasized  that: 

•  Military  officers  must  master  technical  skills,  weapons  and  be  able  to 
motivate  their  soldiers. 

•  Political  and  commanding  officers  must  do  better  in  order  to  improve 
troop  morale  and  discipline. 

•  Party  organizations  must  firmly  and  consistently  follow  the  correct 
(CPSU)  line  in  military  service  and  training. 

•  Military  commanders  must  be  demanding,  strict  and  set  the  example  for 
correct  behavior  and  discipline. 

•  All  units  must  do  better  to  conserve  food,  energy  and  other  resources. 

•  Soviet  officers  and  soldiers  must  be  motivated  to  maintain  the  heroic 
standards  established  during  World  War  II. 


The  amount  of  space  and  number  articles  about  Soviet  military  exercises  and 
training  decreased  by  eight  percent  in  February  (see  Table  7).  The  major 
thrust  of  Red  Star  articles  pertaining  to  training  emphasized  the  following 
topics: 

e  Night  training  is  important.  Air  Force  units  must  have  more  practice 
in  night  tactical  training — must  be  able  to  hit  targets  at  night. 

•  Night  is  a  valuable  ally  in  military  operations.  Night  tactical 
training  of  Soviet  units  is  important.  Soldiers  should  be  able  to  act 
as  quickly  and  efficiently  at  night  as  during  the  day. 

•  Night  training.  Soviet  units  should  be  able  to  use  their  weapons  and 
vehicles  at  night,  with  the  same  skill  as  during  the  day. 


•  Theory  into  practice.  In  school  young  officers  receive  instructions 
and  training  in  general  and  specific  military  subjects.  However,  they 
should  understand  how  to  put  theory  into  practice. 

•  Pilot  training.  Officers  are  encouraged  to  develop  and  use  training 
devices  to  supplement  pilot  training.  Bad  weather,  at  times,  does  not 
permit  pilots  to  fly,  so  effective  classroom  training  equipment  can 
make  all  the  difference. 

•  Men  must  work  as  a  team.  Due  to  poor  organization  and  team  work, 
several  units  fail  to  pass  their  weapons  competition  training. 

e  Air  defense  units  excel  in  tactical  training  because  the  regimental 
commander  insists  on  extensive  training  for  young  and  inexperienced 
officers.  The  old  must  teach  the  young. 

•  Work  as  a  team.  A  young  lieutenant  excels  in  leadership  and  the  per¬ 
formance  of  duties.  He  spends  time  with  his  men,  they  respect  his 
knowledge  and  admire  him — they  all  work  as  a  team. 

•  Team  effort  and  hard  work  characterize  the  ideal  air  defense  regiment. 
Men  must  practice  in  tactical  training,  obey  officers  quickly  and  be 
loyal  to  USSR  and  CPSU.  Officers  must  be  professional  and  dedicated 
leaders  and  communists. 

e  Commanders  must  set  the  example  and  be  strict.  The  successful  ful¬ 
fillment  of  the  goals  for  military  training  and  the  improvement  of 
military  readiness  and  discipline  depend  on  the  example  that  is  set  by 
the  commander.  He  must  be  demanding,  strict  and  professional. 

•  Repeated  mistakes  in  training  must  be  avoided.  All  officers  must  be 
professional,  strive  to  excel,  and  be  demanding  and  strict. 

A  selected  group  of  abstracts  of  Red  Star  articles  (from  February  1983)  that 
were,  for  the  most  part,  critical  in  tone  and  substance  of  Soviet  troop 
indoctrination,  discipline  and  morale  are  listed  below: 

"Gentle,  persistent  re-education  is  the  answer.  Politi¬ 
cal  officers  must  teach  religious  oriented  soldiers  and 
officers  the  deception  and  falseness  of  religion. 

Rudeness,  abuse,  teasing  and  mocking  are  not  recommended 
in  dealing  with  religious  soldiers— gentle,  persistent 
re-education  is  the  answer." 

"Party  must  admit  mistakes.  The  Red  Star  severely 
criticized  Communist  Party  officials  for  not  admitting  a 
serious  error.  Two  years  ago,  an  officer  was  slandered 
by  his  neighbor  and  denounced  by  the  party.  The  accused 
was  not  guilty,  he  wrote  to  Red  Star  about  his  problem. 

An  investigation  exonerated  the  accused.  Meanwhile,  his 


wife  had  a  nervous  breakdown,  and  both  had  to  retire 
from  their  jobs.  After  many  Red  Star  articles,  the 
party  admitted  that  it  made  a  mistake." 


Loyalty  to  country  and  CPSU.  "Komsomol  organizations  in 
the  armed  forces  must  teach  men  loyalty.  They  should 
teach  the  history  of  World  War  II  and  Soviet  heroism. 
Men  should  learn  to  emulate  World  War  II  heroism  and 
traditions." 

An  officer  is  falsely  accused  of  gathering  ashberries 
for  cognac.  "The  Red  Star  investigates  the  situation 
and  clears  his  name.  However,  the  officer  decided  that 
he  needed  to  relate  better  with  his  men,  otherwise 
resentment  of  his  men  might  cause  similar  problems  in 
the  future." 

"Political  classes  should  be  interesting  and  stimu¬ 
lating;  soldiers  should  be  encouraged  to  discuss  party 
activities  and  ideology.  Political  officers  must  inform 
men  about  latest  policy  and  communist  goals." 

Party  should  influence  every  aspect  of  the  armed  forces. 
"Every  military  party  member  must  be  active,  and  he  must 
criticize  himself  and  others  about  performance. 
Critical  analyses  of  the  military  situation  should  be  a 
major  topic  of  party  meetings." 

"Officer  is  reprimanded  for  neglecting  military  duties." 

Morale  problem.  "The  Red  Star  urges  commanders  to  fol¬ 
low  daily  schedules.  A  commander  did  not  follow  his 
training  schedule,  as  a  result  the  men  had  lunch  at  7  PM 
and  dinner  at  2  AM.  This  had  a  negative  effect  on 
morale  in  the  unit." 

Calls  it  like  he  sees  it.  "A  commander  is  hard  working, 
disciplined,  honest  and  dedicated.  Ho  one  in  his  unit 
could  get  away  with  indifference  or  laziness.  The  com¬ 
mander's  one  flaw  was  that  he  was  tactless  and  could  not 
relate  well  with  his  men.  Finally,  the  men  in  his  unit 
communicated  this  to  him,  and  he  improved." 

Brutality.  "Red  Star  criticized  commanding  officers  who 
get  away  with  threats,  false  arrests  and  brutality." 

Illegal  use  of  government  funds.  "The  Red  Star  criti¬ 
cizes  an  officer  for  stealing  government  funds.  The 
money  was  to  be  paid  to  the  men  in  his  unit.  He  took 
the  money  to  pay  for  missing  silverware,  but  used  it  on 
personal  things.  His  fellow  officers  did  not  report 


Political  training  must  improve.  "Political  training 
mutt  be  demanding  and  strict.  Men  must  be  taught  to 
respect  authority  and  discipline." 

Improve  discipline.  "A  conference  is  held  at  the  main 
political  directorate  of  Soviet  Army  and  Navy  to  discuss 
the  need  to  improve  military  discipline." 

Complacent.  "An  Officer  criticizes  men  who  are  good  and 
even  excellent  in  training  and  the  performance  of  their 
duties  but  who  will  not  strive  for  higher  performance. 
They  are  complacent  and  content  to  stay  at  the  same 
level ." 

"Political  officers  should  work  harder  to  strengthen 
discipline  and  conscientiousness  of  soldiers  in  military 
units." 

Poor  job  performance.  "The  Red  Star  criticizes  an 
officer  who  performs  poorly  on  the  job,  he  blames  others 
for  his  faults.  He  also  sends  a  letter  to  Red  Star 
blaming  everyone  but  himself." 

Red  Tape.  "A  newly  assigned  officer  does  not  get  paid 
because  of  long  delays  in  obtaining  proper  orders.  This 
practice  is  bad  on  morale  in  the  armed  forces.” 

Teach  men  respect  for  authority.  "Unit  officers  must 
teach  men  to  respect  authority,  regulations  and  the  law. 
Officers  must  be  strict  and  demanding,  but  not  rude  to 
their  men.  Punishment  must  fit  the  crime.  Yelling  and 
cussing  at  men  destroy  morale.  Officers  must  get  to 
know  their  men." 

"Major  goals  for  political  officers  are  to  improve  mili¬ 
tary  readiness,  discipline  and  training.  More  meetings 
should  be  held  to  analyze  the  results  of  training  and 
the  state  of  morale  and  discipline  in  military  units." 

Slanders  commanding  officer.  "The  Red  Star  criticizes 
the  writer  of  a  letter  to  the  editor  who  slanders  his 
commanding  officer  for  eliminating  dishonesty  and  negli¬ 
gence  at  his  new  post.  The  commanding  officer  was  only 
doing  his  duty." 

No  room  for  complacency.  "The  Young  and  inexperienced 
officers  learn  best  when  they  are  guided  and  helped  by 
older  and  more  experienced  officers.  There  is  no  room 
for  complacency.  After  one  goal  is  reached,  another 
must  be  set." 
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Rumors .  "Spreading  rumors  on  military  installation  can 
lead  to  many  problems.  Soldiers  who  spread  rumors 
should  be  punished.  '1  heard'  is  no  justification  for 
spreading  rumors." 

Black  market  activities  will  be  punished.  "The  Commanders 
who  control  military  stores  and  commissaries  must  try 
(better)  to  supply  their  men  with  adequate  services  and 
goods.  Employees  should  serve  with  a  good  attitude  and 
must  obey  their  superiors  and  regulations.  Black  market 
activities  of  any  sort  will  be  severely  punished." 

Waste  in  the  armed  forces.  "The  Military  units  are  exhorted 
to  conserve  fuel  and  supplies.  Officers  must  strengthen 
conservation  programs." 

"Commanders  must  be  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  their 
men.  If  the  troops  do  not  receive  adequate  housing 
(individual  and  family),  troop  morale  is  low." 


APPENDIX  A 


A  Selection  of  Propaganda  Cartoons 


Political  cartoons  are  used  in  print  media  to  underscore  priority  propaganda 
themes  and  topics.  In  most  propaganda  campaigns  the  cartoon  is  an  important 
communication  technique,  because  it  attracts  attention  and  generally  is 
popular  with  the  audience.  During  the  past  two  years,  the  editors  of  Red 
Star  have  published  four  or  five  cartoons  each  month  pertaining  to  the 
United  States. 

During  February  1983,  the  editors  of  Red  Star  published  seven  cartoons 
pertaining  to  the  following  propaganda  themes: 

Theme/Topic  Cartoon  No. 

U.S.  Imperialism  (Hegemony)  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 

Military  Assistance  5 

CIA  7 


A-l 


U.S.  is  pressuring  Japan  even  more,  attempting  to  make 
her  carry  the  same  military  obligations  that  NATO's  West 
European  countries  are  carrying. 

Getting  caught  up... 


A- 3 


AMtp*H«acK*a  D«H«rk  eoodiHM*  «  hmoOw  aupaiaaxHOM 
Bwiun  jiomom'  HWOWiMiM  oo  noaofty  owxynamtoxxoa 
mmwmnM  itownum  xa  3umimm  flepar y  pan*  -  Hap- 
A  ax.  b  tom  apex*  Hapaxjib  octmtca  caxux  xpynHMM 
noJiyHarajiax  bochhoS  noxouui  or  CUIA.  ■. 

(Ha  raaarv 


ItPMTVOPCTSO  M  ''l -“*?**.’.*'•  *  ‘ 


The  U.S  press  is  reporting  about  White  House's  supposed 
displeasure  about  Israeli  occupation  policy  on  West 
Bank.  At  the  same  time,  Israel  continues  to  be  the 
largest  importer  of  U.S.  military  aid. 


Pretense  and  repetition. 


OeJibemoH  — - - 

B  BauiHHTTOHe  c  6o;ibm,ofl  nomioft  npo- 
•03raactuin  rau  Ha3bJBaeMy»  cITporpaMMy 
aeMOKpaTHH  h  iryOJiHTHOfl  awnaoMaTHH*. 

Cyrb  ee  cboahtcx  k  Tony,  vro  CUIA  ita-  - 
MepeHbi  Tenepb  He  TaftKOM,  a  a  orepbiryio 
oqymecTM<rn>  MaccHpOBaimoe  BMemaTeab- 
ctbo  a  aejia  apynu  rqcyaapcTB.' RtBJrau- 
MTb  aceity  MHpy  amcpKKaHCHac  ~nop*flKB 
k&k  efltrHCTBeHHo  B03M0?^Hbje  i  oCasareav- 

*>»•  .  T'.'  • 

Beaufl  oom  no  ywieTeii  ciowi  bobum 
npoH3BeaeHHeM.  tto,  Mmercn,  >nte  Tyrb- 
Tytk  it  ero.  b  KaTecrse  pchophoto npewe: 
t a.  HaTHyr  npenoAaeaTv  b  nmojita  CUlA. 
flo  sroro  aeao  aotat  Hf.,TjpmJioi  ’o<[HaKOr' 
mo»ho  Be  coMHeBaTbc*.  ■cro  B  Heiwropbi* 
3«BeaeHHjiz  ywe  npHCTymua  a  aeTanUkv 
MV  Bayremno  «nporpauMW>.  Hzax.-  ", 


Hog  aanprrot  MMpRKaHoanc  anacreS  a  CUIA  npoaoiaator  wru  ocraaaunc*  toahana- 
aawiMini  uauucroQix  aoeiwux  npacrynxMtoa,  aunaiM  kotopmx  aeoAHOKpagHo  TpaSoaua 
npaauraahOTBa  CCCP  ■  Apyrux  rocynapcTB.  , 


HO  TpaPoauH 

Ufa  raaar*. 


TSMOC  MICTEHKO. 


It  *OH 


Hundreds  of  unpunished  Nasi  war  criminals  are  living 
under  U.S.  protection.  The  USSR  and  their  governments 
nave  demanded  their  extradition* 

A  friendly  spot. 


